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On May 14, 1948, following 
the proclamation of the state 
of Israel, the armed forces 
(the Arab Legion) of Jordan 
entered Palestine and occu-
pied an area of the Palestin-
ian territories. Jordan was 
able to seize the old city of Je-
rusalem, Jericho, Bethlehem, 

Ramallah, Jenin, and Tulkarm 
among others. 

With full administrative 
control over the occupied 
Palestinian territory, Jordan 
needed stamps to serve the 

citizens of this area and to 
raise money for the govern-
ment. Rather than wait the 
months it would take to have 
new stamps designed and 
printed for this occupied ter-
ritory, the Jordanian govern-
ment converted a stock of its 
current postage and postage 

due stamps by having them 
overprinted with the word 
PALESTINE in both English 
and Arabic. 

The stamps were over-
printed by typography in two 
countries: Amman, the capi-
tal of Jordan; and Beirut, Leb-
anon, by the Catholic Press. 

The first of these overprint-
ed postage and postage due 
stamps were issued Dec. 2, 
1948. 

The subject of this column 
is the Jordan Universal Postal 
Union set overprinted with 
“PALESTINE” and issued in Au-
gust 1949. The set comprises 

five denominations: 1 mil, 4m, 
10m, 20m and 50m. 

They are listed in the 2016 
Scott Standard Postage Stamp 
Catalogue at the end of the 
Jordan section under Occu-
pation Stamps as N18-N22. 
The set has a catalog value 
of $8.70 in the grade of very 
fine, both mint never hinged 
and used. 

The basic Jordan set was 
issued Aug. 1, 1949, to mark 
the 75th anniversary of the 
UPU (Scott 245-249). Yacoub 
Sukkar, Jordan’s postmaster 
general between 1945 and 
1947, designed the stamps. 
Thomas De La Rue and Co. of 
the United Kingdom printed 
them on white watermarked 
paper. The Scott catalog lists 
the watermark as No. 4.

The stamps were perforat-
ed gauge 13 by 13 and issued 
in sheets of 50, five columns 
by 10 rows.

The four lower denomina-
tions share the same attrac-
tive design. A globe with two 
banners containing the words 
“Universal Postal Union” is 
pictured in the center of the 
stamp design. Above and be-

low the banners are the Gre-
gorian years, “1874-1949.” 

In the top part of the globe 
the inscriptions are in Arabic, 
and in English in the bottom. 
An image of a small envelope 
connects the two banners. 

The central design also 
shows different modes of 
transportation for delivering 

mail. To the right of the globe 
is an airplane in flight with 
a ship below it. To the left 
is a train coming out of the 
mountains. A group of trees 
also is pictured to the left of 
the globe. 

The name of the country 
is inscribed in Arabic at the 
top center of the frame and in 
English at bottom center. The 
Arabic word for postage ap-
pears in the top right corner, 
with the same in English at 
bottom left. 

The top left corner con-
tains the denomination and 
currency in Arabic with the 
same in the bottom right cor-
ner, but in English. 

The central design of the 
50m high denomination fea-
tures a portrait of the ruler of 
the country, King Abdullah I. 

The text, “Universal Postal 
Union 1874-1949,” appears 
on each side of the portrait, 
in Arabic at right and English 
at left. The inscriptions in the 
frame are the same as those 
of the lower denominations.

Prior to issuing this set, the 
English name of the country 
as it appeared on the stamps 
was ”Transjordan.” The UPU 
set was the first to introduce 

the new country name, “The 
Hashemite Kingdom of the 
Jordan.”

For use in the occupied 
Palestinian territory, the 1m, 
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Jordan’s UPU issue overprinted “Palestine” has many varieties to pursue

Jordan’s 1949 Universal Postal Union issue was overprinted PALESTINE for use in 
the occupied Palestinian territory. The four low denominations of this issue (1 mil, 
4m, 10m and 20m) feature the same design and received a two-line overprint.

The 50-mil high denomination of 
Jordan’s Universal Postal Union issue 
pictures King Abdullah I. The one-line 
PALESTINE overprint is in red.

Numerous varieties were produced 
during the overprinting of Jordan’s 
1949 Universal Postal Union stamps. 
Shown here are the 1-mil stamp 
with the overprint inverted (upper 
left), with the overprint doubled 
(upper right), and with the overprint 
doubled and inverted (lower left).

This 1-mil stamp received a red over-
print instead of a black overprint.

The author knows of only two examples of the 1-mil stamp with the Arabic 
word for Palestine omitted. Here the error is shown on the lower left stamp in 
this block of four. The other three stamps are normal.

Continued on page 28

The many overprint varieties that 
occur on the 4-mil stamp include an 
inverted overprint (top), a double 
overprint with both upright (center), 
and a double overprint with both in-
verted (bottom).

A table of Jordan’s Universal Postal Union issue overprinted for use in occupied Palestinian territory.

Jordan’s Universal Postal Union issue overprinted “Palestine”
Denomination Stamp Color Overprint Color Quantity Overprinted

1 mil brown black 100,000

4 m green red 100,000

10 m red black 100,000

20 m ultramarine red 100,000

50 m dull green red 35,000


