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by ken Lawrence

s p o t l i g h t  o n  p h i l a t e l y

The american schoolboy who 
collected stamps in 1856
learning about the exceptional liFe and tragic death oF david t. latimer, 
the brave lad who built america’s oldest surviving stamp collection.

For the past 13 years, my wife Ellen 
Peachey and I have searched for informa-
tion about a Pennsylvania schoolboy who, 
in the 1850s, gathered and saved what is 
now believed to be America’s oldest sur-
viving stamp collection, pasted onto the 
inside front cover of his German grammar 
textbook.

The collection is pictured in Figure 1.
We have traveled to his birthplace in 

Ohio, to the Pennsylvania town where he 
attended boarding school, to the New Jer-
sey city where his adoptive parents raised 
him, and to the site of the Virginia battle-
field where he died. We have explored 
genealogical records, read old newspa-
pers, studied court documents, and cor-
responded with descendants.

Here is a summary of our dis-
coveries:

A woman named Susann 
or Susanna Teford or Teaford 
gave birth to a boy she named 
David, at Greenville, Darke 
County, Ohio, in 1842. Genea-
logical records differ as to how 
she spelled her name. David 
was her youngest child; her 
other offspring were Elizabeth, 
born in 1838, and Sarah, born 
in 1840.

Either David’s mother gave 
him up for adoption there, or he 
became an orphan. A wealthy 
couple named Henry and 
Sarah Latimer adopted David 

in Ohio. He was 
their only child. 
The Latimer fam-
ily later moved to 
Plainfield, N.J. 

In April 1853 the 
Latimers enrolled 
David in an elite 
private board-
ing school called 
Nazareth Hall at 
Nazareth, Pa. 

Archival re-
cords of Nazareth 
Hall show that 
in October 1855 
David bought 
the textbook into 
which he fas-
tened 35 postally 
used imperforate 
3¢ George Wash-
ington postage 
stamps of the 
United States 
1851 issue. By 
then he was 13 or 

14 years old.
Known there as David Teford 

Latimer, he boarded and stud-
ied at Nazareth Hall until the 
end of June or early July 1857. 
After completing his course-
work, he returned to his adop-
tive parents’ home in Plainfield. 
The 1860 census listed his oc-
cupation as clerk.

At the outbreak of the Civil 
War, David enlisted as a private 
in the 5th New York Volunteer 
Infantry Regiment of the Union 
Army, also known as Duryee’s 
Zouaves, under the name Da-
vid Tieforth.

Stationed at Fortress Mon-
roe, Va., the 5th New York 
regiment fought at the Battle 
of Big Bethel in southeast Vir-
ginia, the first significant land 
battle of the war, on June 10, 
1861. There David was shot and 
killed in combat.

The way he spelled his sur-
name when he enlisted in 
Duryee’s Zouaves was similar 
to the way his sister spelled 
hers. She had called herself 
Sarah Teaforth on her marriage 
license. David died on the field 
of battle before he was old 
enough to vote. 

By a marvel of fate, David’s 
stamp collection survived. 
Fascination with the collection 
tempted Ellen and me to learn 
all we could about the teen-
age boy who had left it as his 
legacy — a travel and research 
adventure.

For all these years we have 
called him David, as I shall do 
here. 

Figure 1. In 1856 David T. Latimer, a teenage pupil at Nazareth Hall boarding school in 
Nazareth, Pa., pasted his stamp collection onto the inside front cover of his German grammar 
textbook. It is the oldest American stamp collection known to have survived.
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A serendipitous eBAy 
internet Auction purchAse

Although we know names 
and some facts about Europe-
ans who gave birth to stamp 
collecting in the 1840s and 
early 1850s, we have no com-
parable information about 
Americans who might have 
begun collections that early. 
For that reason, my hobby 
friends and I were surprised 
and gratified when in June 
2006 I acquired the mid-1850s 
stamp collection illustrated in 
Figure 1.

It’s a group of postally used 
imperforate U.S. 3¢ George 
Washington stamps of the 
1851 series (Scott 11 and 11A), 
35 stamps in all. The stamps 
are pasted on the inside front 
cover of a 510-page textbook, 
Ollendorf’s New Method of 
Learning to Read, Write, and 
Speak the German Language; 

to which is added a Systematic 
Outline of German Grammar by 
G.L. Adler, published in 1854 
by D. Appleton & Company of 
New York.

On the flyleaf opposite his 
stamp page, David T. Latimer 
wrote “Keep Clean” and “D. 
Latimer’s Book.” Below his 
name he addressed this warn-
ing to anyone who might hap-
pen upon it: “Do not handle 
this book, for he who steals it, 
will be punished according to 
law which is, that he will be 
hung upon the mast of a ship & 
be exposed naked for 6 days.”

From his whimsical inscrip-
tion, we can deduce that the 
stamp collection was David’s 
personal treasure. The nautical 
punishment he threatened for 
trespassing on his private do-
main suggests a boy’s imagi-
nation for exotic adventure, a 
mood that often enhanced the 

allure of stamp collecting when the hobby 
spread and developed among later gen-
erations of youngsters who caught the 
craze. 

Aptly by coincidence, the publisher of 
David’s book, Appleton, published the 
first stamp album in the United States 
eight years later, but too late to benefit 
his collection. Figure 2 shows front and 
back an 1854 cover mailed by Appleton, 
franked with the same stamp that David’s 
collection featured. The firm’s advertising 
imprint appears on the envelope flap.

opinions oF Wilson hulme, richArd 
celler And herBert trenchArd

Wilson Hulme (1946-2007), then curator 
of philately at the Smithsonian National 
Postal Museum in Washington, D.C., was 
excited by my acquisition of David’s col-
lection and asked to borrow it. He agreed 
that no earlier collection is known, and he 
hoped eventually to display it at the mu-
seum, but he died less than six months 
later without having had the opportunity. 

Being a specialist in the 3¢ Washington 
stamps of 1851 and 1857, Hulme analyzed 
the stamps and prepared a spreadsheet 
with his estimates of when they had Figure 2. This Feb. 18, 1854, cover, shown front and back, has the advertising 

imprint of D. Appleton & Co. on the envelope flap. Appleton published the 
1854 textbook that contains David’s stamp collection. In 1862, after the young 
collector had died, Appleton published America’s first stamp album.

Figure 3. The Rev. Levin T. Reichel of the 
Moravian Church, pictured on this carte de visite 
photograph, was the principal of Nazareth Hall 
when David enrolled as a pupil.

Continued on page 54
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been used and collected. Based on color 
shades and cancellation dates, he con-
cluded that the stamps had been used 
from about October 1854 to December 
1856, but he cautioned that poor storage 
conditions and faded ink colors cast doubt 
on the accuracy of his findings. 

Next the book went to his fellow 1851-
57 3¢ specialist, Richard Celler. Celler is an 
expert at plating, which does not have the 
drawbacks of color analysis. This was his 
analysis: 

We presume the stamps were glued in the book 
in the usual order, starting at upper left. ... The 
second stamp is from plate 4. It is cancelled FEB. 
This stamp could not have been glued in the book 
before February 1856 (EKU [earliest known use] of 
plate 4 3/28/55). ... 

I think you can confidently use February 1856 
as the time the stamps were first put in the book, 
and not earlier. The postmark dates of the first 32 
all fit with their being placed in the book in Febru-
ary 1856. Perhaps the last 3 were filled in a year 
or so later.

Herbert Trenchard, an eminent historian 
of our hobby, wrote: 

Many writers of early philately cite collecting by 
the mid-1850s. ... But the page of stamps you got on 
eBay, if connectible to the mid-1850s, would be a 
tangible proof of a known early collector. Wilson 
and I are excited about the prospects.

David had gathered and mounted his 
stamps at a time when there were no 
stamp albums, catalogs or published 
sources of information for collectors, 
when just a handful of stamps had been 
issued by fewer than two dozen countries. 
United States stamps had not yet been is-
sued with perforations or on watermarked 
paper. The rudimentary way he kept his 

collection gives us a glimpse 
of our hobby’s infancy.

Hulme guessed that David 
had been a teenager at the 
time he collected the stamps, 
probably born in the 1840s. He 
hoped that I would be able to 
learn more about the boy. The 
person who sold the book to 
me had acquired it at an estate 
sale in Collingwood, N.J., but 
had no additional information. 

My initial attempt at online 
research proved fruitless, but 
after I wrote a Spotlight col-
umn about David’s collection 
for the August 2009 issue of 
Scott Stamp Monthly, a reader 
came to my rescue. (My Spot-
light on Philately feature mi-
grated to these pages when 
Linn’s merged with the month-
ly in 2010.)

A scott stAmp monthly 
ReAdeR identiFied the Boy 
Who Built the collection

California collector Tim Bur-
gess wrote to me shortly after 
the issue appeared:

I read your article, “How Our 
Hobby Began, the Origins of Stamp 
Collecting,” with great interest. As a 
part of my research I have explored 
some of the dealers, philatelic jour-
nals, catalogs and handbooks from 
the 1860s. I have had the good for-
tune to view many of these items at 
the Western Philatelic Library [in 
Redwood City, Calif.].

I noted your interest in further 
information about David T. Latimer 
and I believe I have some useful 
information:

De Schweinitz, Edmund. Ad-
dress Delivered at the Dedication 

of the Cenotaph Erected in Memory 
of the Former Pupils of Nazareth 
Hall Who Fell in Defense of their 
Country, in the War of the Rebel-
lion. (June 11, 1868) The address 
contains the following comment on 
page 8: “David T. Latimer, the first 
who fell, and one of the first Union 
soldiers killed ... class of 1853.”

Wickersham, James Pyle. A 
History of Education in Pennsylva-
nia. A history of Nazareth Hall and 
illustration can be found on pages 
155-157. The Hall was previously 
a school for boys established by a 
German based Moravian commu-
nity in Pennsylvania.

Reichel, W.C. Historical Sketch 
of Nazareth Hall from 1765 to 1869. 
A wonderful illustration is found at 
the front of the book and details 
about Latimer on page 35. The full 
name given is David Teford Latimer, 
N.J., class of 1853.

I believe that the time frame, 
age of the person and other cir-
cumstances confirm this to be the 
person in question.
Nazareth Hall designated 

the year of enrollment as a 
pupil’s class, not the year of 
graduation. According to one 
of the books Burgess had cit-
ed, Moravian minister Levin T. 
Reichel, subject of the Figure 
3 photograph, was the school 
principal in 1853. Postal his-
tory dealer Carl Volz sold me 
several 1840s and 1850s 
stampless folded letters to 
and from residents at the 
school, including the Figure 4 
cover sent Aug. 13, 1850, from 
Bethlehem, Pa., to Reichel at 
Nazareth, Pa.

Hulme’s desire to exhib-
it David’s collection at the 
National Postal Museum in 

Figure 4. This Aug. 13, 1850, stampless folded letter from nearby Bethlehem, Pa., 
addressed to the Rev. Reichel at Nazareth, Pa., urged him to admit a boy named 
Austin Hayes as a pupil, but no student by that name is listed in the school’s roster.

Figure 5. The perspective of this 1910 postcard view of Nazareth Hall — still 
a Moravian Church institution, but by then a military academy — places the 
cenotaph (stone monument) memorial to the school’s Civil War dead who had 
fought for the Union, at the center, as its most prominent feature.

s p o t l i g h t  o n  p h i l a t e l y

Continued from page 53
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Washington had prompted me to gather 
collateral material such as the letters I 
bought from Volz, some of it illustrated 
with this column, that might shed light 
on the boy’s location and surroundings 
when he began his stamp collection. 
Figure 5 shows a 1910 postcard view of 
the school building, with the cenotaph 
(stone monument) described in Bur-
gess’ source in the foreground.

Stamp writer Kathleen Wunderly con-
tributed additional information. She was 
then the Pennsylvania Room and His-
torical Museum manager at the Centre 
County Library in Bellefonte, Pa. Pursu-
ing the leads that she and Burgess had 
sent, Ellen learned that records of Naza-
reth Hall are held by the Moravian His-
torical Society in Nazareth. We made an 
appointment with the society’s execu-
tive director, Wendy Weida, to examine 
them in September 2009.

september 2009: nazareth and 
bethlehem, pennsylvania 

Upon arrival, our first stop was at the 
location of the Nazareth Hall building, 
the most prominent structure in a com-
plex of large stone buildings known as 
the Moravian Hall Square Historic District.

Nazareth Hall has not been a school since 1929. In recent years it has been an 
apartment building for retired elders. But 
its outer appearance and well-manicured 
grounds, with the cenotaph obelisk on a 
raised knoll in front, appeared almost as cen-
tury-old prints and photographs pictured it. 
Ellen took the photographs shown in Figures 
6 and 7 while we were there, including the 
marble tablet inscribed with David’s name.

From there we went to the Moravian His-
torical Society office and library, where we 
learned more history of both the building and 
the school. John Christopher Franke, a mem-
ber of the Moravian Church, founded the 
school in 1743 at nearby Bethlehem, Pa.

In 1741 Moravian settlers had purchased 
a tract of land north of Bethlehem called 
the Barony of Nazareth, intending to build a 
home for African-American orphans on it. In 
1745 Franke relocated his school to a cottage 
that still stands in Nazareth.

In 1754 Moravians began to construct a 
large stone manor house for Count Nikolaus 
von Zinzendorf, a bishop of their denomina-
tion in Bohemia, whom they expected to im-
migrate to the United States. They completed 
the building in 1756, but Zinzendorf died in 

Figure 6. A similar perspective of the monument, 
as viewed by Ken Lawrence and Ellen Peachey 
when they visited David’s alma mater in 2009. 
The roof of Nazareth Hall no longer supported 
a dance floor surrounded by a balustrade, but 
otherwise preserved its historic profile.

Figure 7. A closeup view, top, shows the inscription 
in capital letters on the front of the monument: “To 
Commemorate The Patriotism Of The Sons Of Nazareth 
Hall, Who Died That Their Country Might Be Healed 
And Live, This Stone Is Erected By The Alumni Of This 
Institution In The Year Of Grace 1868.” The inscription 
on a marble tablet on the back of the monument, 
shown at bottom, includes David T. Latimer’s name 
among the honored dead.

Continued on page 56
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Europe and never occupied it. For about 
three years, it served as a house of wor-
ship and a temporary residence for Mora-
vian families.

In 1759 the school moved into the man-
or house, by then called Nazareth Hall. 
Beginning in 1763, tuition payments cov-
ered pupils’ costs of instruction, lodging, 
meals, light and fuel. In 1785 Nazareth Hall 
became a boarding school that was not 
limited to Moravian children and became 
known throughout the newly indepen-

dent United States for its high 
educational standards.

Among facts proudly re-
cited by the Moravian Histori-
cal Society staff to illustrate 
the school’s early reputation 
for academic excellence was 
that Nathaniel Ray Greene, the 
son of Revolutionary War com-
mander Maj. Gen. Nathaniel 
Greene, had attended Naza-
reth Hall in the class of 1789. 

We learned that among the 
speakers who dedicated the 
monument to the school’s 
Union Civil War dead in 1868 
was Andrew Curtin, who had 
been Pennsylvania’s governor 
during the war. To represent 
his part in the tribute to David, 
I added the Figure 8 cigar box 
label portrait of Curtin to our 
collection.

In all, 234 Hall boys, as Naz-
areth Hall pupils and alumni 
were known, had served in 
the Union Army. Of those, 27 
were killed in battle or died of 
disease. The dedication cer-
emony honored all of them 
but declined to honor 28 other 
Hall boys “who served against 

the United States,” of whom 
five had died as Confederate 
soldiers.

Five Hall boys had attained 
the rank of general in the 
Union Army and three in the 
Confederate Army; others had 
filled out lower officers’ and 
enlisted men’s ranks. Those 
alumni wartime attainments, 
including David’s martyrdom, 
permanently changed the 
school’s culture.

After the Civil War and partly 
because of it, Nazareth Hall 
became a military academy, 
and it continued to be one un-
til financial difficulties forced it 
to close in 1929. The Figure 9 
scrapbook picture shows Hall 
boy Ernest Embleton in his 
cadet’s uniform in front of the 
monument in the 1920s.

The advertisement for the 
academy shown in Figure 10 
quoted alumnus George B. 
Cortelyou’s endorsement, a 
fitting tribute from a former 
postmaster general who could 
not have known that one of 
his Hall boy predecessors had 
collected stamps in 1856.

Figure 8. Andrew 
Curtin, Pennsylvania’s 
governor during the 
Civil War, was among 
the speakers who 
dedicated the Nazareth 
Hall cenotaph in 1868. 
His lithographed 
portrait is shown here 
on a cigar box label.

Figure 9. Ernest F.B. 
Embleton posed in his 
cadet’s uniform by the 
base of the monument 
for this 1920s scrapbook 
snapshot, the era when 
Nazareth Hall Military 
Academy enjoyed a 
national reputation as 
an elite boarding school 
for boys.

s p o t l i g h t  o n  p h i l a t e l y

Figure 10. A 1920s advertisement for the school prominently quoted an 
endorsement by George B. Cortelyou, an alumnus who had served as U.S. 
secretary of commerce and labor, postmaster general and treasury secretary.

Figure 11. This 1865 cover pictures the nearby Moravian Seminary for girls 
at Bethlehem, which jointly hosted chaperoned social events and sponsored 
concerts with Nazareth Hall for pupils of the two schools to enjoy one 
another’s company.

Continued from page 55
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Ellen and I learned that the 
archived records of Nazareth 
Hall are not on file at the his-
torical society headquarters; 
they are kept at the Moravian 
Archive on the campus of Le-
high University in Bethlehem. 
That was our next stop. 

In the era when David was 
a pupil at Nazareth Hall, Beth-
lehem had been home to a 
girls’ school called the Mora-
vian Seminary, pictured on the 
1865 cover shown in Figure 
11. The two schools hosted 
chaperoned social events for 
one another’s students and 
sponsored concerts in which 
musicians from both schools 
performed together.

Lanie Graf of the Moravian 
Archive staff produced files for 
us that yielded a trove of infor-

1855, which had doubled as his stamp 
album. I was examining that ledger book 
when Ellen snapped the Figure 12 picture. 
Figure 13 reproduces the ledger entry.

We also found a description of David’s 
death on the battlefield, sent by his cousin 
Charles Brandegee, scrawled on a scrap 
of paper, probably the actual note that a 
speaker had read from the rostrum at the 
1868 memorial dedication ceremony:

On the march the company to which David be-
longed was deployed as skirmishers, and while 
thus engaged with the enemy he received a rifle 
bullet in the shoulder. He fell; but bleeding and 
in agony, his brave heart buoyed him up, and he 
rose to his knees as if to be his own avenger. An 
officer told him to lie down, and even as he spoke 
another bullet crashed through his brain, and he 
fell dead. A brave man and an honest soldier; his 
friends, while they deeply mourn his early death, 
can but feel a swelling pride to think how glorious 
was his fall.

In 1857 David had completed his stud-
ies at Nazareth Hall and returned to his 
Latimer parents’ home in Plainfield, N.J. 
According to the 1860 census, he was 
employed there as a clerk. But when war 

Figure 12. At the Moravian Archive on the Lehigh University campus at 
Bethlehem, the author found the record for David’s purchase of his German 
grammar textbook that doubled as his makeshift stamp album in this 1850s ledger.

Figure 13. An excerpt on page 158 of the Nazareth Hall ledger book shows 
David’s Oct. 1, 1855, account. The seventh line of the entry reads: “Stat[ionery] 
$1.65, Germ[an] Gram[mar] $1, Geometry 90, Atlas 60, — [$] 4 15.” 

mation about Nazareth Hall, 
including letters, reports and 
financial records.

As if to confirm not only Da-
vid’s interest in stamps, but 
also other pupils’ or faculty 
members’ interest in collect-
ing, we examined a May 18, 
1855, folded letter from Eng-
land, addressed to Reichel, 
that had a neatly scissored 
empty space where a can-
celed stamp — probably a 
green embossed 1-shilling 
Queen Victoria imperforate 
(Great Britain Scott 5) — had 
been affixed. 

Most gratifying for the phila-
telic aspect of our quest, we 
found in the financial ledger 
of David’s account a record of 
his German grammar textbook 
that he had bought on Oct. 1, 

Continued on page 58
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came in 1861, he was among the thou-
sands of young men who answered 
Abraham Lincoln’s April 15 call for volun-
teers to defend the United States after 
the April 12-13 Confederate attack on Fort 
Sumter, S.C.

April 2010: Fortress Monroe And 
Big Bethel, VirginiA

Our next outing in search of information 
about our young stamp collector took us 
to the Tidewater region of southeastern 

Virginia, where David sacrificed his life in ser-
vice to his country. 

On April 25, 1861, at age 19, David en-
listed as a private in the 5th New York Vol-
unteer Infantry of the Union Army, also 
known as Duryee’s Zouaves, called “red-
legged devils” for their colorful red bloused 
trousers. He signed up as David Tie- 
forth, not as David Latimer.

The Figure 14 photo is a carte de visite por-
trait of Abram Duryee, who organized and 
commanded the 5th New York as a colonel 
and later rose to the rank of general. 

We have never found a picture of David, 
but we would not have a way of identifying 
him if he is among the enlisted men seen in 
archived stereopticon photos of his regiment. 
The Figure 15 tintype shows two unidenti-
fied privates, posing for the camera as David 
might have looked in his uniform.

After a few weeks’ training at Fort Schuyler, 
N.Y., and a smartly disciplined parade-dress 
march down Broadway, Duryee’s Zouaves 
boarded steamboats on May 23 and de-
barked two days later at Fortress Monroe, Old 
Point Comfort, Va., which guarded and block-
aded the channel between Chesapeake Bay 
and Hampton Roads, at the confluence of the 
Elizabeth, Nansemond and James rivers.

A lithographed and hand-painted map 
of that part of Virginia by Charles Magnus 
of New York graces the patriotic envelope 
shown front and back in Figure 16. The sec-
tion of the map on the back side below the 
flap encloses the area that interested us.

Maj. Gen. Benjamin Butler commanded 
the garrison at Fortress Monroe, the closest 
Federal army threat to Richmond, the Virginia 
capital. To lure Butler’s forces out of the fort 
to fight, a Rebel detachment commanded by 
Col. John Bankhead Magruder visibly occu-
pied nearby positions at Big Bethel and Little 
Bethel just beyond Hampton.

Butler and his aide, Maj. Theodore Win-
throp, devised a plan of attack. They sent 
Duryee’s regiment, followed and reinforced 
by 3rd New York infantry and 2nd New York 

artillery regiments — 3,500 strong in all 
— to attack Magruder’s 1,400 troops. The 
Federals marched into a trap, and they 
were routed by the smaller but well-pro-
tected Confederate force.

Union losses totaled 18 killed, 53 
wounded, and five missing; Confeder-
ate losses, one killed and nine wounded. 
Among the Union dead, besides David, 
were Winthrop, the highest-ranking ca-
sualty of the battle, and Lt. John Trout 
Greble, the first regular army officer 
killed in the Civil War. Winthrop is pic-
tured in the Figure 17 photograph and 
commemorated on the Figure 18 patriot-
ic envelope. Greble is the subject of the 
two envelopes pictured in Figure 19.

A lithographed Charles Magnus portrait 
of Magruder, the Confederate command-
er, decorates the Figure 20 envelope. 
The only Confederate soldier killed at Big 

Figure 14. Col. Abram Duryee organized and 
led the 5th New York Zouave Volunteer Infantry 
Regiment in the Civil War, in which David enlisted 
and fought in battle as a private. Duryee had 
been promoted to the rank of general by the time 
he sat for this carte de visite portrait photograph.

Figure 15. In this tintype photo, two unidentified 
privates in zouave uniforms pose as David might 
have appeared when he was a Union Army 
soldier in 1861.

s p o t l i g h t  o n  p h i l a t e l y
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31023p052-62.indd   58 1/31/20   9:35 AM

http://www.shaulisstamps.com
http://www.showgard.com/


linns.com   /  February 17, 2020   /   59

www.linns.com/adpolicy
or contact us  

at: 800-834-5479

For complete information on  
Linn’s Ad Policy, go to: 

Linn’snEWs
stampMany Graded Stamps from 80-100

HB Philatelics
Proofs & Essays

Federal & State Hunting Permits

QUALITY U.S. STAMPS

Guy Gasser
P.O. Box 2320 • Florissant, MO 63032

Phone 314-330-8684
E-mail: guy@hbphilatelics.com

www.hbphilatelics.com
Official APS Web Sponsor

SUBURBAN STAMP, INC.
P.O. Box 425, East Longmeadow, MA 01028 
413-785-5348 • suburbanstamp@verizon.net

Are you 
on our 

Mailing List?#1789B, Rare John Paul 
Jones perf. 12 X 12.  Never 

Hinged with PF Cert. $2,800.

BUYING AND SELLING 
WORLDWIDE STAMPS 

AND COVERS

Price Lists on Website or available by Mail for $2.00.

We concentrate on high catalog singles 
and sets from the United States, 

Canada, British Commonwealth, Eastern 
and Western Europe, and Asia. We  

specialize in early U.S. Plate Blocks, Sheets,  
Booklets and Panes, and Duck Stamps.

MOUNTAINSIDE
STAMPS, COINS, AND CURRENCY
Post Office Box 1116, Mountainside, NJ 07092

Telephone: 908-419-9751 
E-mail: tjacks@verizon.net

www.mountainsidestampsandcoins.com

Special - breaking down large worldwide collections into individual countries. 
Quality, one-of-a-kind collections still on album pages.All areas of the world.
Sale priced at Huge discounts from Scott Catalogue. Collections range from 
several dollars to hundreds of dollars. Request FREE price list. Mention 
Linn’s ad and receive a five dollar gift certificate.

Don Lewis - Country Collections
5515 E. Grant Rd., Ste. 205A, Tucson, AZ 85712

Phone: 520-615-4061 
e-mail: DonLewis@CountryCollections.com

Order stamps directly from the Internet at: CountryCollections.com

Like To Sort Through  
Old Collections?

shore of the reservoir is a small park with 
a marker that tells of the battle. In a near-
by field, surrounded by a high wire fence, 
stands a Confederate monument erected 
in Wyatt’s memory, pictured on the 1906 
postcard shown in Figure 22.

After visiting the battleground, we went 
to Fortress Monroe, which was an active 
Army installation with secured entry. (It 
has since been decommissioned.) Inside 
is the Casemate Museum, which includes 
the cell where Confederate President 
Jefferson Davis had been imprisoned in 

Figure 16. The map on the front of this patriotic envelope, lithographed 
by Charles Magnus of New York City, shows the area of Virginia from the 
Confederate capital at Richmond to the Union stronghold at Fortress Monroe. 
The flap side shows the location of Great Bethel, also called Big Bethel, the 
site of the battle where David fell in combat.

Bethel was Pvt. Henry Lawson 
Wyatt, believed to be the sub-
ject of the Figure 21 photo.

When Ellen and I reached 

the site of the former battle-
field, we found that most of it 
lies underwater, beneath the 
Big Bethel Reservoir. On the 

Figure 17. Maj. 
Theodore Winthrop, 
pictured in this carte 
de visite photo, was 
the highest-ranking 
officer killed in the Big 
Bethel battle.

Continued on page 60
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1865, and a nook that honors Edgar Allan 
Poe’s service there in 1828. The fort’s his-
torian, David J. Johnson, searched his files 
for information that might have aided our 
mission, but he found nothing more for us 
about David.

Bodies of the two Union officers killed 
at Big Bethel were returned under a flag 
of truce. Winthrop’s remains are buried at 
New Haven, Conn., and Greble’s in a cem-
etery near Philadelphia. But David’s body 
was not retrieved, and its fate is not re-
corded. However, in an April 2, 1862, letter 
from Yorktown, Va., on Gen. George B. Mc-
Clellan’s march toward Richmond, Bran-
degee wrote to his father:

Marched 20 miles with heavy knapsacks, ac-
coutrements & rations & 60 rounds ball cartridges 
through the mud. Passed New Market Bridge 
when one troop fired into other. Little Bethel & 
Great Bethel where the rebels had very strong bat-
teries & rifle pits. Before we came to Gt Bethel I 
noticed several graves which is probably the place 
where David Tieforth is buried. 

The Big Bethel engagement was an 
embarrassment for Butler and his staff of-
ficers, not an occasion for remembrance. 
But Confederate propagandists cel-
ebrated the victory, noted in the slogan 
“Remember Bethel, Sumpter & Manasas” 
(with Sumter misspelled) on the Figure 23 
patriotic cover, mailed Oct. 21, 1961, from 
Tudor Hall, Va., to Stone Mountain, Ga.

in search oF DaviD’s legacy
A June 14, 1861, New York Times report 

datelined June 12 from Fortress Monroe 
included a list of Union soldiers killed, 
wounded and missing at Big Bethel. 
Among the names of the dead was “David 
Feeferth,” confirming Lord Byron’s maxim, 
later popularized by Gen. William Tecum-

seh Sherman, that military 
fame consists of falling on the 
field of glory and having your 
name misspelled in the news-
papers.

Our pioneer stamp collector 
had gone to his reward before 
philatelic catalogs, albums, 
publications or organizations 
had been born. The survival 
of his collection today is even 
more remarkable considering 
David’s untimely death in ser-
vice to his country. 

If his life had not been cut 
short at age 19, and if his in-
terest in stamps had per-
sisted and grown, as heir to 
his adopted family’s fortune 
he might have built one of 
the world’s great collections, 
an American counterpart to 
Philipp von Ferrary in Germany 
and Thomas Tapling in Great 
Britain. Instead we have only 
the rudimentary beginning 
that David gathered.

To represent David’s Civil 
War service, I acquired the 5th 
New York Zouaves patriotic 
cover and lettersheet illustrat-
ed in Figures 24 and 25. Both 
were mailed from Baltimore, 
where the regiment was sta-
tioned, in February 1862. 

Until we were well along in 
our research project, we were 
unaware of a wonderful coinci-
dence: The sender of the cover 
was David’s cousin, Charles 
Brandegee, who had provid-
ed his tribute to David for the 
1868 dedication of the Naza-
reth Hall monument. 

We learned of other family 
connections that linked David 
to that piece of postal history 
from a 2008 book, Charlie’s Civil 
War: A Private’s Trial by Fire in 
the 5th New York Volunteers — 
Duryee’s Zouaves and the 146th 
New York Volunteer Infantry by 
Charles Brandegee Living-
stone, Brandegee’s grandson.

s p o t l i g h t  o n  p h i l a t e l y

Figure 19. Lt. John Trout Greble was the first graduate of the United States 
Military Academy at West Point to be killed in the Civil War. A Magee patriotic 
envelope, top, includes his portrait; a Kimmel envelope, bottom, portrays a 
monument to the memory of his martyrdom at the Battle of Big Bethel.

Figure 18. The design of this patriotic envelope shows a proposed monument to 
honor Winthrop, who was "Shot at the Battle of Big Bethel, June 10th, 1861."

Continued from page 59
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Figure 20. The vignette on this envelope from the Magnus “Secesh Chain” 
set of Confederate leaders is a cameo portrait of Gen. John Bankhead 
Magruder. Magruder had been a colonel when he commanded the Rebel 
force that prevailed at Big Bethel.

Figure 21. The subject of this carte 
de visite photo is believed to be Pvt. 
Henry Lawson Wyatt, killed at Big 
Bethel, the first Confederate soldier 
who died in battle.

Figure 22. A monument 
to Henry Wyatt, the 
subject of this 1906 
picture postcard, still 
stands on the site 
where the Battle of Big 
Bethel was fought. The 
address side shows 
the card was mailed 
from Hampton, Va., to 
Greenville, Va.

Charles Brandegee’s uncle, 
Marius Brandegee, had written 
to him from Berlin, Conn., in a 
Dec. 24, 1861, letter:

The 5th Reg. N.Y.S.V. is now 
recruiting here and the last of the 
recruits go South tomorrow night. I 
have written Capt. Partridge about 
you and have also seen the recruit-
ing officer here, Capt. Winslow the 
senior Capt of the Regt and a son 
of Gordon Winslow the Chaplain. I 
know a great many of the men and 
so far as I know it is by far the best 
set of men that has gone to the war 
and in the best state of discipline. 
If you should conclude to join that 
regiment I could probably have you 
attached to Partridge’s Company 
I (the same one to which David Ti-

eforth who was killed at Big Bethel, 
belonged) and you would have a 
gentleman for your commander 
who would do all he could for you.

Brandegee did enlist, on 
Jan. 11, 1862. He was under-
age — only 16 years old — but 
stated his age as 18. The ad-
dressee of the cover was his 
boyhood friend Lyman Wil-
cox, who enlisted later. 

Both Brandegee and Wil-
cox were captured by Con-
federates and in 1864 were 
imprisoned at the notorious 
Andersonville, Ga., prisoner-
of-war camp. While they were 
prisoners, another of David’s 
uncles, Zebulon Latimer of 
Wilmington, N.C. (who was 
also Brandegee’s cousin once 
removed), sent $500 to Con-
federate Gen. John H. Wilder, 
the senior officer in charge of 
Confederate military prisons 
east of the Mississippi River, to 
provide for Brandegee’s relief. 

Four Latimer brothers — 
Henry, Horace, William and 
Zebulon — had migrated from 
Connecticut to North Carolina 
in the 1820s and 1830s. There 
they made their fortunes as 
merchants. Henry dissolved 
his partnership with Horace 
and William in 1836. Henry 
married Sarah Mitchell, and 
the couple moved to Ohio, 
where they adopted David. In 
1847 the three of them moved 
on and settled in New Jersey. 

Zebulon stayed behind in North Carolina. 
Although Zebulon deplored his North-

ern kin’s abolitionist sentiments, he loved 
and cared for them as family. Brandegee 
wrote to his father in 1864 that the money 
from Zebulon “came just in time to save 
me.”

Thus, our fortunate purchase of an at-
tractive philatelic artifact related directly 
to members of David’s extended family, 
friends and associates. These and similar 
leads stimulated Ellen’s search for more 
information about David’s family through 
genealogical research and correspon-
dence with Latimer descendants. 

In August 2011 we trekked to Greenville, 
Darke County, Ohio, where David was born, 
to search records at the courthouse and 
genealogical files at the Garst Museum. 
Greenville is just 44 miles from Sidney, so 
we also spent a day visiting the Linn’s staff 

Continued on page 62
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s p o t l i g h t  o n  p h i l a t e l y

at this magazine’s editorial office.
In January 2015, we took our final road 

trip in the hunt for David’s legacy to Plain-
field, N.J., where Henry and Sarah Latimer 
had raised him. At the courthouse in Eliza-
beth, Ellen studied Henry’s and Sarah’s 
probate records, and litigation that beset 
their wills, as their fortune was passed 
down, eventually to Sarah’s less affluent 
relatives. The Plainfield Public Library pro-
vided additional biographical details of 
Henry’s career.

Plainfield has a better-known claim to 
philatelic glory as the hometown of U.S 
Rep. Ernest R. Ackerman, who owned one 
of America’s greatest stamp collections. I 
came to think of David’s collection as its 
archaeological forerunner.

The FuTure oF DaviD laTimer’s sTamp 
ColleCTion

After almost 14 years of following Da-
vid’s journey from his birth and adoption in 
Ohio, to his parents’ home in New Jersey, to 
his school in Pennsylvania, and to his final 
resting place in Virginia, Ellen and I have 
reached the point of diminishing returns. 
The time has come for us to move on.

The new owner of David’s stamp collec-
tion is Texas collector and hobby bene-
factor Vince King. He plans to include it in 
his exhibit titled “In the Beginning ... Tim-
bromanie: The Genesis and Evolution of a 
Worldwide Hobby.”

King has arranged to donate the David T. 
Latimer collection to the Smithsonian Na-
tional Postal Museum after his exhibit has 
run its course. That will be an appropriate 
permanent home, perhaps someday to be 
presented as Wilson Hulme had wished.

Ellen and I are grateful to all the friends, 

librarians, archivists, genealo-
gists, court recorders, aides, 
and correspondents who have 

guided and assisted us in our 
adventure. It is time for King to 
take it forward. 

Figure 25. A German member of the regimental band sent this 5th New York 
Zouaves patriotic lettersheet from Baltimore in 1862. The sender of the lettersheet 
and the Figure 24 cover are different members of the 5th New York Zouaves.

Figure 23. The cachet on this Confederate patriotic cover from Tudor Hall 
(Manassas), Va., to Stone Mountain, Ga., postmarked Oct. 21, 1861, includes 
“Remember Bethel” in the slogan inscription at top left.

Figure 24. David’s regiment, the 5th New York Zouaves, is the subject of this 
February 1862 patriotic cover mailed at Baltimore, Md. The sender was his 
cousin Charles Brandegee, who had enlisted in the unit to honor David’s 
memory. The addressee, Lyman Wilcox, was a family friend.

Continued from page 61
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