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INTRODUCTION 

 

 I began to accumulate “tear sheets” of the columns in this series beginning 

with the first one published in Linn’s Stamp News on Nov 8, 2004.  I continued 

saving these “tear sheets” until January 2008, when Amos Press, Inc. (changed to 

Amos Media Company on July 1, 2014) began to create and distribute their digital 

edition of Linn’s Weekly Stamp News, at which time the paper copies were filed 

away, and I began to extract and save the digital version of each column. 

  

Several years ago, I became interested in compiling some sort of 

cumulative digital version of these columns.  I began to review my paper and 

digital files to see how complete they might be.  Tony kindly supplied me with a 

copy of his master list of columns, organized by date of publication and his 

original title, which typically was different from the final published title.  With this 

list at hand, I discovered that over the years, I had failed to “capture” a few 

columns from several years of publication.  I was able to recover all of the missing 

columns published between 2008 through the present time from the digital 

archives provided on the Linn’s Weekly Stamp News website at the time.   

 

Tony then offered to provide copies of the earlier columns I was missing. 

He also informed me that his agreement with Amos Media Company returned the 

copyright ownership of these articles to him three months after the date of 

publication, which made this digital collection possible. 

  

The original version of these consolidated columns consists of all columns 

published by Linn’s through the end of 2016.    These were organized into one 

single, but very large PDF file, which was awkward to distribute.  We then broke 

the file down into a sequence of files, where each PDF file included all columns for 

a three-year period.   The distribution of these files was limited.  For a while, a 

version was available on the website of the American Philatelic Research Library, 

with a link to them from the catalog entry for Tony’s columns.  Unfortunately, 

that link disappeared during the redesign of their website site.   



In early 2020, I extracted the files for the years 2017-2019 and created a 

new PDF file with columns from those years.  With Tony’s permission, I contacted 

Don Denman, operator of the Stamp Smarter website:   

 

http://www.stampsmarter.com/learning/Home_Learning.html  

 

and asked if he would be interested in hosting this series of columns in his on-line 

Stamp Smarter Digital Library, and he agreed to do so.    

 

We have prepared the following set of five PDF files of a smaller, more 

manageable, size, organized by years, as follows: 

 

Part 1 –  Nov. 8, 2004 through Dec. 10, 2007  (46 MB) 

Part 2 –  Jan. 14, 2008 through Dec. 13, 2010 (45 MB) 

Part 3 –  Jan. 10, 2011 through Dec. 9, 2013  (49 MB) 

Part 4 –  Jan. 13, 2014 through Dec. 12, 2016 (28 MB) 

Part 5 –  Jan. 2, 2017 through Dec. 9, 2019  (12 MB) 

 

 Several of the columns scanned from my “tear sheets” may have a few 

words missing from where the sheets were carelessly torn from the issue of 

Linn’s.  I apologize for this.  Anyone who did a better job of preserving the column 

is encouraged to scan their version and send it to me and I will replace it in the 

combined file. 

 

Each column was scanned at 150 dpi, and when the column was originally 

published on two or more pages, these were stitched into a single file, and then 

each column was converted into a PDF file.  Some of the illustration images in 

these files are not as legible as one might like, but experiments with scanning at 

higher resolutions were not successful at improving the view ability of the 

illustrations. The columns extracted from the digital edition of Linn’s were 

cropped to eliminate much of the advertising in order to improve readability.    

 

http://www.stampsmarter.com/learning/Home_Learning.html


I have also included one “Forerunner” article published by Tony in the 

Linn’s Stamp News edition of July 14, 2003. 

 

Those columns created by scanning have been processed by an OCR engine 

to make them searchable.  Columns extracted from the digital edition of Linn’s 

Stamp News were created with the searchable feature.  A series of PDF 

“bookmarks”, consisting of the date of each column and its title, has been 

provided, and in addition, there is a detailed Table of Contents which appears at 

the beginning of each PDF File.  You can go directly to any article by clicking on 

the appropriate Table of Contents entry.  Please report any errors to me. 

 

Mike Ludeman 

mike@ludeman.net 

mailto:mike@ludeman.net
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ORDERING INFORMATION

*AA prices apply to paid subscribers of Amos Hobby titles, and orders placed online.

Shipping & Handling:
United States:  10% of order total.  Minimum charge $6.99 Maximum charge $45.00.
Canada: 15% of order total.  Minimum charge $19.99  Maximum charge $50.00.
Foreign orders are shipped via FedEx Economy Int’l and billed actual freight.

OR

DER ONLINE

Call 1-800-572-6885
www.amosadvantage.com

THE LATEST 2011 SCOTT AND MINKUS SUPPLEMENTS 
Item Description Retail AA*

MAND11 Andorra (French & Spanish) $5.99 $4.99
MCT11 China-Taiwan $14.99 $11.99
MIN111 India Volume 1 $14.99 $11.99 
MIN511 India Volume 5: Bangladesh, $6.99 $5.99 
MIN611 India Volume 6: Pakistan $6.99 $5.99 
MIN711 India Volume 7: Sri Lanka $6.99 $5.99 
MIT11 Italy $10.99 $8.99 
MJA11 Japan $25.99 $20.99
MPRC11 People’s Republic of China $17.99 $14.99 
MPT11 Portugal $15.99 $12.99 
MSM11 San Marino $6.99 $5.99 
MSP11 Spain $8.99 $7.99 
MTH11 Thailand $16.99 $13.99 
MVA11 Vatican City $5.99 $4.99

MINKUS BINDERS
Maroon binders available in two sizes and two formats.
Item Retail AA*

M1123M 3-Ring Binder Holds 150 pgs $24.99 $21.99
M1123SC Slipcase  $20.99 $16.99

M2122M 2.5” 2-Post Binder Holds 250 pgs $37.99 $33.99
M2122SC Slipcase  $24.99 $19.99

Item Description Retail AA*

702S011 Bangladesh $6.99 $5.99
261BA11 British Antarctic $5.99 $4.99
261FI11 Falkland & South Georgia $7.99 $6.99
618S011 India $14.99 $11.99
325S011 Italy $10.99 $8.99 
510S011 Japan $25.99 $20.99 
619S011 Laos $15.99 $12.99 
341MC11 Macao $7.99 $6.99 
620S011 Malaysia $10.99 $8.99 
673S011 Pakistan $6.99 $5.99 
520S011 People’s Republic of China $17.99 $14.99 
340S011 Portugal $17.99 $14.99 
328S011 San Marino $6.99 $5.99 
355S011 Spain & Spanish Andorra $9.99 $7.99 
622S011 Sri Lanka $6.99 $5.99 
530S011 Taiwan $14.99 $11.99
540S011 Thailand $16.99 $13.99 
505S011 Turkey $10.99 $8.99
115S011 U.S. Duck Stamps $14.99 $11.99
375S011 Vatican City $5.99 $4.99
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Recently I was asked about how 
a shortpaid international printed-
matter item posted in 1967 was 
handled.

While researching this question, 
I eventually realized that there 
were further questions that need-
ed answering, and which the  lim-
ited explanation in my book, U.S. 
International Postal Rates 1872-
1996 (page 257), didn’t address.

As you read the information pre-
sented here, please do so care-
fully, as the exact words in each 
sentence make a big difference in 
the meaning of many of the sen-
tences that follow.

The Universal Postal Conven-
tion of Vienna, which became ef-
fective Jan. 1, 1966, established a 
new procedure for showing short-
payment of international mail. 
Gold centimes were no longer 
used.

I will quote directly from the 
lengthy explanation found in the 
United States Postal Bulletin 
20516 of Feb. 10, 1966:

“Instead, except in the case 
of Canada, the dispatching ex-

change office marks the shortpaid 
article ‘T’ [for ‘taxe’] followed by 
a fractional number. The numera-
tor of the fraction represents the 
shortpayment doubled, and the 
denominator the country’s inter-
national postage for a single-rate 
letter. The receiving exchange of-

fice determines the postage due 
by multiplying the fraction by its 
own international letter rate. 

“For example, assume that an 
airmail letter from France weighs 
10 grams and is prepaid 95 cen-
times, comprising the ordinary 
postage (60 centimes) plus the 

air surcharge (35 centimes) for 
5 grams. Such a letter would be 
shortpaid 35 centimes, because 
the air surcharge applies to each 
5 grams or fraction. The French 
service would mark the letter ‘T 
70/60,’ representing double the 
shortpayment divided by their 
surface letter rate to the United 
States. The receiving U.S. ex-
change office would multiply 
70/60 by 11 cents (our surface let-
ter rate to France), and mark the 
letter ‘Postage due 13 cents.’

“This procedure will be em-
ployed with all countries except 
Mexico and Canada. With Mexico, 
the fractional number is multiplied 
by 5 cents, the surface letter rate 
to that country. Shortpaid letters 
from Canada will be marked by the 
Canadian service with the actual 
amount (in cents) to be collected.”

Although not stated here, 
shortpaid mail from Canada still 
was rated at twice the shortpaid 
amount.

What this statement doesn’t 
say, but which is clarified in later 
Postal Bulletin statements, is that 

modern u .s. mail by ToNy WAWruk IEWIcz

Complex rules covered shortpaid post-1966 international mail 

Figure 1. The sender of this 1968 surface mail postcard from the United States to 
England underpaid the international surface letter rate by 3¢, subjecting it to shortpaid 
penalties of  6 pence due on arrival in England.

31092p032 33 34 35.indd   32 8/24/12   3:01 PM
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modern u .s. mail by 	ToNy	WAWruk IEWIcz

every effort should be made to 
catch all shortpaid matter at the 
mailing office so that it can be re-
turned to the sender for only the 
shortpaid amount. However, it did 
attempt to suggest how such mat-
ter, once reaching the exchange 
office, was to be handled.

This statement and its example 
do indicate that a shortpaid in-
ternational airmail letter that was 
shortpaid for airmail service but 
sufficiently paid for surface ser-
vice, still was due twice the short-
paid airmail postage. It is also 
logical to assume that a shortpaid 
international surface letter that 
was shortpaid for surface service 
was due twice the shortpaid sur-
face postage.

But the above statement and 
further ones in subsequent Postal 
Bulletins that I researched through 
my digitized Postal Bulletin web-
site at www.uspostalbulletins.com 
did not answer other questions 
about how the mail was handled 
at the exchange office.

For instance, how were short-
paid  postcards and printed mat-
ter to be handled?

I have not resolved the ques-

tion concerning the latter, but 
Jim Forte, on his www.postalhis-
tory.com site, has eight shortpaid 
postcards posted from late 1966 
to 1974 that answer the ques-
tion about shortpaid international 
postcards.

Forte’s cards indicate that, 
whether or not each postcard was 
mailed via airmail or surface mail, 

each had a T fraction with the 
surface international letter rate in 
the denominator. However, airmail 
postcards had twice the short-
paid airmail postcard rate in the 
numerator, while the surface mail 
postcards had twice the shortpaid 
surface postcard rate in the nu-
merator.

The postcard in Figure 1 illus-

trates a 1968 surface mail post-
card from Massachusetts to Eng-
land, 8¢ rate, underpaid 3¢ by the 
5¢ Prominent American stamp. 

As required, the exchange of-
fice handstamped a T and the ra-
tio (fraction) of 6/13 on the card, 
the 13¢ being the international 
surface letter rate, and the 6¢ be-
ing twice the 3¢ shortpaying the 
8¢ international surface postcard 
rate. The boxed handstamp at the 
bottom of the card indicates that 
6 pence were due in England.

The postcard in Figure 2 il-
lustrates the manner in which an 
international shortpaid airmail 
postcard was handled. The 1974 
airmail postcard from Florida to 
Germany shortpaid the 18¢ air-
mail postcard rate by the use of 
the 13¢ Winged airmail stamp. 

The T ratio in this case was 
10/18, where the 18 indicated 
the 18¢ international surface let-
ter rate and the 10 indicated twice 
the 5¢ fee shortpaid for the inter-
national 18¢ airmail postcard rate. 
The handstamp “Nachgebuhr” 
means additional charge or due 
and the manuscript 27 in blue 

Figure 2. This airmail postcard from the United States to Germany in 1974 shortpaid 
the 18¢ rate with the 13¢ stamp. The postal conventions for calculating shortpaid mail 
resulted in 27 pfennigs due in Germany.

Please turn to page 34
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Prompt, Courteous Service • Satisfaction Guaranteed
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online right now!

American Philatelic Society
Serving Stamp Collectors for 125 Years

• 12 monthly issues of The American Philatelist
• Use of 100,000 volume library
• Buy and sell stamps from your home
• Monthly tips and resources e-mailed to you
• Discounts on stamp identification,
authentication, publications and seminars

www.stamps.org
APS-TL, 100 Match Factory Pl, Bellefonte, PA 16823

MADBROOK MYSTERY LOTS 
GET AWAY FROM IT ALL! Hours of fun and enjoyment 
sorting through singles, sets, album pages, dealer pages, etc. New stuff 
is always coming in and we don't have enough time to sort through 
it all - thus the birth of MADBROOK MYSTERY LOTS.  Join our
hundreds of satisfied customers who have been having fun for years.
Plenty of variety, NO CHEAP JUNK.

DON'T DELAY, begin your fun today!
Sizes available: $105, $210, $310, $515

E & C August
P.O. Box 9M, Walpole, NH 03608

Telephone: (603) 756-3132
email: eandcaugust@myfairpoint.net

Swan Philatelic Imports, Inc
P. O. Box 1430, Lee’s Summit, MO 64063-7430

e-mail: Orders@swanstamps.com

SPECIAL OF THE WEEK

GERMANY
Our prices on German mixtures are STILL LOW!  

NEW SHIPMENTS JUST IN!
WGR-2 Commems only: 5-lb: $89.00; 20-lb $269.00
WGR-3 Best Catholic Mission! 5-lb: $69.00, 20lb: $239.00
WGR-3 Best Catholic Mission! 64-lb Bx DIRECT $549.00
WGR-4 Definitives (Some HV!) 1-lb: $25.00, 5-lb: $89.00
WGR-5 Semi Postals: 2-lb: $129.00; 5-lb: 299.00
WGR-5K “Sortierware”, SEALED 10-KG: $499.00
WGR-6 HV Defins NEW!: 2-lb: $79.00; 5-lb: $149.00
WGR-8 HV Commems: 2-lb: $79.00; 5-lb: $149.00
BER-1 Berlin Commems + Semis: 1-lb $229.00
BER-4 Berlin Defins only: 1-lb: $69.00; 2-lb: $119.00
BER-5 Berlin Semipostals only: 1-lb $289.00

Prices valid for two weeks from issue date.
M/C, Visa, AMEX, Disc, PayPal (swan403@aol.com) accepted

USA: Postpaid & Insured for $7.50 handling. Foreign add Post & Ins.  
Satisfaction guaranteed.

M
M
K

M
M
K

Terms: Visa & MasterCard accepted. Satisfaction guaranteed. 14 day return policy.  
Please add $3.00 for postage and handling. N.Y. residents add applicable tax.

Established 1931     Our 81st Year WANT 
LISTS

FILLEDP.O. Box 244, Armonk, NY 10504
Phone: 914-273-9281

Fax: 914-273-8486 • Email: mmkaren@aol.com

Send for 

your FREE 

price list!

NEW ARRIVALS!
Flags oF our NatioN –  
#6
(Set of 15) ...........................  $15.00

Forever Flags:  
P1111 • S1111 • V1111
Plain Strip 4 ........................  $4.00
PS5 ....................................  $6.50
PS9 ....................................  $10.50

32¢ aloha shirts
Plain Strip 5 ........................  $3.50
PNC5 ..................................  $6.00
PNC11 ................................  $10.00

25¢ eagle Presort
Plain Strip of 6 ....................  $3.00
PNC7 ..................................  $4.50

45¢ Weather vaNes
Plain Strip 5 ........................  $5.00
PNC5 ..................................  $6.50
PNC11 ................................  $11.00

$5.15 suNshiNe 
Priority eNveloPe
(CS or ENT) .........................  $11.00

Postcards:
Smile or Hello (each set of 5) $6.50
Landscapes (set of 10) ........  $15.00

Are you forced to order a 
minimum amount?

Would you put up with that kind of nonsense at your 
local grocer’s checkout? For 30 years we have NEVER 

had a minimum order. Never have and never will! 
With us, you order as little or as much as you wish.

Our well known weekly catalog of heavily discounted sets, singles and 
souvenir sheets is available either by e-mail or regular mail, non U.S. 
addresses by e-mail only. 50-60,000 items are offered over a 10 issue period. 

K.A.P. 
Stamps

PO Box 68364 • Schaumburg, Il 60168-0364
www.kapstamps.com
847-524-1392 • fax 847-301-7320
Or e-mail us direct at catalog@kapstamps.com

means that 27 pfennigs were due 
in Germany.

But, examining the Feb. 10, 
1966, Postal Bulletin announce-
ment quoted above, or any of 
the subsequent Postal Manuals, 
Postal Service Manuals and the 
associated Transmittal Letters, it 
is impossible to come to the de-
ductions that are necessary to 
predict this pattern.

This is not unusual for Post Of-
fice Department announcements, 
as they are often obscure. (I don’t 
illustrate it here, but the one ex-
ample of shortpaid international 
printed-matter mail that I have 
seen does not clarify how it was 
handled once it reached an ex-
change office.)

In conclusion, the question of 
how shortpaid international post-
cards and letters were handled 
after they reached an exchange 
office is a complex and frustrat-
ing one to answer. The answers 
require both finding official post-
al notices and looking at actual 
shortpaid matter.

Tony Wawrukiewicz and Henry 
Beecher are the co-authors of two use-
ful books on U.S. domestic and inter-
national postage rates since 1872. The 
third edition of the domestic book is 
now available from the American Phila-
telic Society, while the international 
book may be ordered from the web site 
www.spiritone.com/~tonywaw. n

modern u .s. mail
Continued from page 33 Mixture in review: “An ounce, mostly large, close-

clipped, single paper. World $5.”
Total stamps: 51; one faulty (one-half of mixture) 
Scott 2012-13 catalog value: $92.95 (one-half of mix-
ture, faulty not counted)
Price: $2.50 (one-half of total mixture cost)
Source: Zerbian (Virginia), from a July advertisement 
in Linn’s
Contents (Numbers are from Scott catalog): Australia 2495, 
2993, 3441, 3535; Barbados 1141; Belgium 1186; Botswana 
851; Canada 2411c; China, People’s Republic 3176, 3178; 
Cyprus 924; Faeroe Islands 463, 474; Finland 1169, 1255; 
France 2797, 3119, 3209, 3671, 4005; Germany 1740, 2540, 
B1029; Gibraltar 1121; Great Britain – Isle of Man 1350a; 

Greece 2264a, 2267a, 2283, 2371; Italy 2959; Malta 1032, 
1071, 1352, 1391; New Zealand 1208; Nigeria 615; Norway 
1582; St. Lucia 1055; Singapore 1256c; South Africa 1176a, 
1179a, 1194a, C73; Spain 3697; Sweden 2417d, 2560, 2565; 
Switzerland 1341, 1342; Zambia 1110.

Before you read any further, I recommend that you 
order this packet.

Zerbian’s stamps arrived promptly in five days and 
were quickly dumped into my kitchen sink. Half of 
the 102 stamps, now off paper and dry, were ran-
domly chosen for this re-
view. One was faulty.

I saw immediately that 
I had recent material. The 
oldest stamp was issued 
Feb. 11, 1985. This Belgium 
stamp recognized the cen-
tenary of the Belgian As-

sociation of Professional 
Journalists (Scott 1186). 
The design depicts a hat 
with a press pass tucked 
into the hatband.

An average stamp from 
the mixture sample was a 
mere four years old.

The newest, an Austra-
lia stamp, was issued July 
1, 2011. A charming koala 
graces this stamp (Scott 3535).

Twenty-six countries were represented in the sam-
ple, led by France with five stamps and followed by 
Australia and Greece with four each.

Fourteen countries provided only one stamp each, 
so the distribution was widespread but thin.

Nearly all of the items were large, as promised. 
The stamps were closely clipped and the weight 
was right. I was flabbergasted by the value. Only two 
stamps in the sample mixture were listed at the Scott 
catalog minimum. Exactly half of the stamps had val-
ues of a dollar or more.

The average per-stamp catalog value was a 
whopping $1.86. The high-
est value, at $15.50, was a 
50-krona Swedish stamp is-
sued Sept. 27, 2007 (Scott 
2565). This self-adhesive 
stamp shows part of the 
wing of the Old World swal-
lowtail butterfly, also known 
as the yellow swallowtail. It 
is common in parts of Eu-
rope and Asia, but is also in 
North America. 

Seven bird stamps were 
included. A woodland king-
fisher is featured on a South 
African stamp issued Nov. 
15, 2000 (Scott 1194a). Ac-

Kitchen table Phila tel y COLLECTIBLE STAMPS BY 
SCOTT CATALOG VALUE

CV	 Quantity	 %

	 20¢	-	25¢	 4	 8.0	
	 30¢	-	45¢	 8	 16.0	
	 50¢	-	90¢	 13	 26.0	
	 $1-	$1.90	 13	 26.0	
	 $2.25	-	$2.75	 4	 8.0	
	 $3.15	-	$3.60	 3	 6.0	
	 $4.75	-	$15.50	 5	 10.0

	 Totals 50 100

FACE DIFFERENT 
BY YEAR OF ISSUE

	 	 Quantity	 %
	 1985-94	 4	 8.0
	 1995-99	 2	 4.0	
	 2000-04	 10	 20.0	
	 2005-11	 34	 68.0
	 Totals 50 100

WORLDWIDE - ZERBIAN.
 No.	 	 Catalog	 %
	 Stamps	 %	 Value	 CV
	 Definitives	 1	 2.0	 $3.25	 3.5
	 Commemoratives	 42	 84.0	 76.95	 82.8
	 Specials	 5	 10.0	 5.75	 6.2
	 Others	 2	 4.0	 7.00	 7.5
 Totals 50 100 $92.95 100

Average	cost	=	2.7	percent	of	Scott	value

This Australian stamp was 
the most recent found 
in the reviewed mixture 
sample.
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This summer I was 
shown a remarkable post-
card.

Illustrated in Figure 1, 
this postcard is franked 
with a 32¢ Aloha Shirt 
postcard stamp (Scott 
4683), canceled June 6, 
2012, and delivered with 
33¢ postage due. 

Figure 2 shows the mul-
tipurpose Carrier’s State-
ment PS Form 4245 that 
was attached to the card, 
indicating that the item in 
question is “1 pc of Post-
age Due Mail” with “33¢ 
Balance Due the Carrier.”

A handwritten note at 
the top of the form gives 
the reason as being “verti-
cal vs. horizontal address-
ing” on the card. 

The addressee, Neil 
Coker, asked his carrier 
why 33¢ was due and was 
told, “When a postcard 
can’t go through the ma-
chines, it then becomes a 
flat.”

If this is literally true, 
then the up-to-one-ounce 
flat rate of 90¢ should 
have been assessed (for 
68¢ due) rather than the 
33¢ that was assessed.

Actually, there is a good 
explanation as to why 
33¢ was assessed. At 
this time, and for many 
years past, when an item 

is not standard and thus 
cannot be processed by 
regular mail-processing 
equipment, a “nonstan-
dard” (now “nonmachin-
able”) letter surcharge is 
charged. 

At present, this non-
machinable surcharge 
applies specifically to a 
mailpiece that meets one 

or more of the following 
criteria: it is rigid; it has an 
aspect ratio — length di-
vided by height — greater 
than 1.3 and less than 2.5 
(making the envelope too 
square); it is poly-bagged 
(inside a plastic mailer); 
it is not uniformly thick 
(for example, an enve-
lope containing a pen or 
a key); it is of a thickness 
less than .009 inch; or it 
has clasps, strings or but-
tons.

The Postal Service has 
also identified as nonma-
chinable any item that has 
a delivery address parallel 
to the shorter side of the 
mailpiece.

A vertical address 
means that the item — let-
ter or postcard — cannot 
be handled correctly by 
the processing equipment 
available and is therefore 
nonmachinable.

Although this descrip-
tion of nonmachinable 

mail is specific to letters, 
the same criteria would 
apply to a nonmachinable 
postcard and the sur-
charge would be added.

That is, a nonmachin-

modern u .s. mail by ToNy WAWruk IEWIcz

Mailer’s addressing style merits 33¢ penalty for postcard

Figure 1. This postcard canceled June 6, 2012, was franked with a 
32¢ Aloha Shirt stamp to meet the current postcard rate. Why did the 
addressee have to pay 33¢ postage due?

Figure 2. The postal form at-
tached to the postcard in Figure 
1 indicated that 33¢ was due, 
noting the problem was the ver-
tical address.
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Special Discounts on orders over $100.00. 10% off Germany sets and Year Sets 1945 to 1999.  
20% off all Berlin & DDR. Order 1958-1990 Berlin & DDR and take 20% off instead of 10% for complete run!GERMANY & BERLIN 1945-DATE

HENRY GITNER PHILATELISTS, INC.
Philately - the quiet excitement

53 Highland Ave., P.O. Box 3077, Middletown, NY 10940 
1-800-947-8267 (94-STAMP)   845-343-5151   Fax 845-343-0068

TERMS OF SALE: Condition: Stamps are accurately described condition and priced in $U.S. Payment Methods: $US; 
cash, check, money order, bank transfer, Paypal, credit cards (Visa, M/C AmEx, Disc--please add 3 or 4 digit security 
code). Sales Tax: All orders shipped to New York addresses must add sales tax. Please indicate county of residence. 
Shipping/Handling Chart: U.S. under $100, $3.50; U.S. $100-$499.99, $6.50; U.S. $500 and over, $8.50; Foreign, under 
$100, $5.50; Foreign $100-$499.99, $12.00; U.S. $500 and over, $15.00. Special shipping requests such as UPS, Fedex, 
EMS may be extra. Alternates: We suggest including alternate selections when possible to avoid refunds.
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED! Any item that does not please you may be returned for a prompt refund or exchange.

e-mail hgitner@hgitner.com    www.hgitner.com

GERMANY
Scott  NH   Hinged
530-56 .....................  5.00 4.25
557-77 .....................  5.00 4.25
578-79 .....................  .40 .30
580-81 .....................  .40 .30
582-83 .....................  .40 .30
584-85 .....................  .40 .30
585c pair ..................  5.00 1.80
585A-93 ...................  335.00 165.00
593A-99 ...................  532.50 250.00
“585A-93 & 593A-599 sold signed by German 

expert to guarantee authenticity” 
600-16 .....................  20.00 8.75
617-33 .....................  16.00 7.00
634-61 .....................  230.00 95.00

“Perf 14 & Type II issues available... 
Please send want list” 

662-64 .....................  7.75 3.25
664a S/S ..................  75.00 29.00
Scott # Michel #  NH Hinged
665-66 111-12 ...... 80.00 30.00
667-68 114-15 ...... 72.50 47.50
669 116 ............ 52.50 20.00
670-85 123-38 ...... 1675.00 540.00
686 147 ............ 67.50 27.50
687 148 ............ 1.50 .55
688 150 ............ 25.00 13.50
689 149 ............ 12.00 3.50
690 152 ............ 5.50 5.50
691 155 ............ 17.00 5.50
692 160 ............ 6.50 2.50
693 161 ............ 40.00 16.00
694 162 ............ 15.00 5.50
695 166 ............ 40.00 14.00
696 164 ............ 18.00 4.00
697 165 ............ 5.00 1.75
698-701 167-70 ...... 70.00 26.50
702-21 177-96 ...... 245.00 92.50
722 197 ............ 10.00 6.00
723 198 ............ 1.00 .50
724 199 ............ 6.75 4.00
725 204 ............ 4.25 2.50
726 209 ............ 4.25 2.50
727 210 ............ 14.50 7.50
728 211 ............ 9.00 5.50
729-30 212-13 ...... 9.25 5.25
731 214 ............ 9.00 5.25
732 216 ............ 7.50 4.25
733 215 ............ 3.00 1.75
734 219 ............ 8.00 4.75
735 220 ............ 3.00 1.75
736 221 ............ 3.00 2.25

GERMANY
Scott # Michel #  NH Hinged
737 226x .......... .15 .10
737A 285x .......... 7.00 5.00
738 227 ............ 5.50 3.50
739 228 ............ .60 .45
740 229 ............ 2.20 1.75
741 230 ............ 6.75 4.75
742 231 ............ .60 .30
743 234 ............ .50 .30
744-45 235-36 ...... 6.00 3.90
746 237 ............ 2.50 1.50
747 238 ............ 1.80 1.25
748-49 241-42 ...... 6.00 4.00
750 239 ............ 2.25 1.40
751 240 ............ 2.50 1.65
752 247 ............ 1.25 .80
753 248 ............ 1.25 .80
754 249 ............ .40 .30
755-61 259-65 ...... 35.00 25.00
762 252 ............ 1.00 .70
763 253 ............ .40 .30
764 254 ............ .40 .30
765 255 ............ .40 .30
766 256 ............ .30 .20
767 257 ............ .85 .50
768 258 ............ .30 .20
769 266 ............ .1.00 .80
770 267 ............ .30 .20
771-72 268-69 ...... 3.50 2.50
772A 294 ............ 5.00 3.50
773-74 274-75 ...... .75 .40
775 276 ............ .75 .40
776 277 ............ 1.25 .85
777 278 ............ 1.25 .85
778 279 ............ .60 .35
779 280 ............ .60 .35

Stamps issued after 1958 available by Year 
Sets or send want list by either Scott or Michel 

numbers for individual stamps!
SEMI-POSTALS & AIRMAILS
B309 113 ............ 12.00 6.75
B310-13 117-20 ...... 112.50 47.00
B314-15 121-22 ...... 100.00 40.00
B316-17 139-40 ...... 160.00 55.00
B318-19 141-42 ...... 72.50 25.00
B320-23 143-46 ...... 117.50 55.00
B324 151 ............ 13.00 7.00
B325-26 153-54 ...... 32.50 17.50
B327-30 156-59 ...... 100.00 42.50
B331 163 ............ 24.00 11.50
B332-33 171-72 ...... 42.50 14.00
B334-37 173-76 ...... 67.50 25.00

SEMI-POSTALS & AIRMAILS
Scott # Michel #  NH Hinged
B338-41 200-03 ...... 40.00 29.00
B342-43 217-18 ...... 13.50 9.00
B344-47 222-25 ...... 33.00 20.00
B348-49 232-33 ...... 7.00 5.00
B350-53 243-46 ...... 16.00 10.00
B354-55 250-51 ...... 3.25 2.00
B356-59 270-73 ...... 16.00 10.00
C61-64 205-08 ...... 27.00 12.00

We have a good stock of German 
Zeppelin Flights listed on our 

Aerophilately & Zeppelin Price list- 
Ask for your copy today!

BERLIN
9N1-20 1-20 .......... 300.00 120.00
9N21-34 21-34 ........ 1150.00 465.00

(9N1-34 sold expertized by Schlegel)
9N35-41 35-41 ...... 650.00 180.00
9N42-60 42-60 ...... 625.00 150.00
9N61-63 61-63 ...... 240.00 82.50
9N64-67 64-67 ...... 210.00 60.00
9N68 71 ........... 80.00 30.00
9N69 74 ........... 45.00 18.00
9N70-74 75-79 ...... 75.00 28.00
9N75-79 82-86 ...... 80.00 40.00
9N80 87 ........... 37.50 15.00
9N81-83 88-90 ...... 24.00 9.75
9N84-93 91-100 .... 110.00 34.00
9N94-98 101-05 .... 27.00 28.00
9N99-100 110-11 .... 32.50 9.50
9N101-02 112-13 .... 60.00 22.50
9N103 116 ......... 7.00 4.00
9N104 115 ......... 7.00 4.50
9N105 117 ......... 2.25 1.10
9N106 118 ......... 3.50 1.50
9N107 119 ......... 4.25 2.50
9N108-10 121-23 ..... 105.00 45.00
9N111 124 ......... 9.50 6.50
9N112 125 ......... 6.00 4.00
9N113-14 126-27 .... 6.50 4.00
9N115 128 ......... 18.50 13.00
9N116-17 129-30 .... 5.00 3.50
9N118-19 136-37 .... 5.00 3.50
9N120-36 135 140-54,  

 187, 231 . 45.00 30.00
9N140-41 138-39 .... 5.25 3.25
9N142 156 ......... 2.00 1.50
9N143 157 ......... 5.00 3.25
9N144 159 ......... .45 .30
9N145-47 160-62 .... 2.25 1.50
9N148-56 163-67,169-72 7.00 5.00

BERLIN
Scott # Michel #  NH Hinged
9N157 173 ......... .75 .50
9N158-59 174-75 .... 2.00 1.50
9N160 176 ......... .60 .40
9N161 177 ......... .65 .45
SEMI-POSTALS
9NB1-3 68-70 ...... 325.00 100.00
9NB3a  B1 ........... 775.00 450.00
9NB4-5 72-73 ...... 125.00 45.00
9NB6-7 80-81 ...... 47.50 20.00
9NB8-11 106-09 .... 19.50 7.75
9NB12 120 ......... 12.50 8.00
9NB13 131 ......... 5.00 3.50
9NB14-16 132-34 .... 3.25 2.25
9NB17 155 ......... 2.00  1.40
9NB18 158 ......... 2.00 1.40
9NB19 168 ......... .60 .40
9NB20 178 ......... 1.25 .80

Used sets and singles available by want list.

Want Lists Welcomed for 
all German States, Classics 
to 3rd Reich, DDR, Offices 

& Colonies & Non-Scott 
listed Germany!

Ask for our Germany 1920-1945 
price list. All other Germany 

available by Want list!!!
De

c. 
10

, 2
01

2

YEAR SETS
Year Germany Berlin DDR
1958........... $21.00 $2.00 $36.00
1959........... $44.00 $12.00 $42.00
1960........... $13.00 $2.50 $40.00
1961............. $9.25 $8.75 $55.00
1962............. $5.00 $4.00 $57.50
1963............. $6.00 $ .50 $43.00
1964........... $14.50 $8.50 $87.50
1965............. $4.00 $5.50 $39.50
1966........... $23.50 $19.00 $39.50
1967............. $4.40 $5.50 $41.00
1968........... $10.00 $4.00 $38.00
1969........... $13.00 $10.00 $37.50
1970........... $29.50 $20.00 $47.50
1971........... $26.00 $32.50 $29.00
1972........... $21.00 $16.00 $29.00
1973........... $25.00 $16.00 $34.75
1974........... $23.50 $11.00 $35.00
1975........... $38.50 $34.00 $34.00
1976........... $22.00 $10.50 $34.50

Year Germany Berlin DDR
1977........... $26.50 $22.50 $41.00
1978........... $23.00 $21.00 $45.00
1979........... $24.00 $19.50 $40.00
1980........... $23.50 $19.00 $50.00
1981........... $24.00 $19.00 $42.50
1982........... $37.50 $41.00 $43.50
1983........... $36.50 $28.00 $43.50
1984........... $36.00 $35.00 $40.00
1985........... $38.50 $30.00 $32.50
1986........... $39.00 $30.00 $35.00
1987........... $43.50 $30.00 $32.50
1988........... $49.50 $48.00 $34.50
1989........... $64.00 $72.00 $34.00
1990........... $66.50 $46.50 $47.00
1991........... $84.00 –– ––
1992........... $78.00 –– ––
1993........... $80.00 –– ––
1994........... $78.00 –– ––
1995........... $83.00 –– ––
1996........... $83.00 –– ––

Year Germany Berlin DDR
1997........... $97.00 –– ––
1998........... $84.00 –– ––
1999........... $82.50 –– ––
2000......... $100.00 –– ––
2001......... $130.00 –– ––
2002......... $125.00 –– ––
2003......... $150.00 –– ––
2004......... $110.00 –– ––
2005......... $130.00 –– ––
2006......... $160.00 –– ––
2007......... $155.00 –– ––
2008......... $145.00 –– ––
2009......... $127.50 –– ––
  $2,967.15 $683.75 $1,361.25
Save 10% discount for a complete 

1958-2009 NH year units!
-10% $2,285.50 $615.00 $1,225.00
1958-date; Single sets available 
by want list! DDR also available.

GERMAN 
SPECIMEN 

OVERPRINTS
German Specimen Over-
prints, "Muster", exist on 
Germany & Berlin issues 
starting in the 1950s. Great 
for Topical collectors and 
exhibits. Ask for separate 
price list.

Berlin 9N391 var. 
VF NH Vertical pair imperf 
between (Probably from 
mis-cut booklet) Rare.  

Net $600.00

Berlin 9N17 variety  
Mi 17 var. VF NH  
Overprint strongly 
shifted left Signed 
Schlegel $150.00

AMG Mi 18PII-24P11, 28PII 
8 values of Proofs on “X” Paper 
(missing 2 rarities to complete) 
Schlegel Cert. 1990. = $2,600. 

Net $1200.00

Germany. Michel P2  
Einstein 23pf Essay in 

Blue VF/NH, one short perf. 
Handstamped Entwertet 

$2,500.00

Germany. Scott 805, 
Michel 367yU.  
XF/NH. $700.00

modern u .s. mail by 	ToNy	WAWruk IEWIcz

able postcard should be 
franked with 65¢ post-
age (the basic up-to-
one-ounce first-class 
letter rate of 45¢ plus 
the 20¢ nonmachinable 
surcharge). This is why 
33¢ was due: it is the dif-
ference between the 32¢ 
postage on the postcard 
and the correct 65¢ post-
age fee.

Coker told me that a 
cousin of his received 
a similar vertically ad-
dressed card that was de-
livered normally.

This is actually no sur-
prise, because in my ex-
perience postal workers 
often interpret rules differ-
ently.

Tony Wawrukiewicz and Hen-
ry Beecher are the co-authors 
of two useful books on U.S. do-
mestic and international post-
age rates since 1872. The third 
edition of the domestic book is 
now available from the Ameri-
can Philatelic Society, while the 
international book may be or-
dered from the web site www.
spiritone.com/~tonywaw. n

By Bill McAllister 
Washington Correspondent

The cash-strapped Unit-
ed States Postal Service is 
planning to spend almost 
$5 million to promote first-
day ceremonies and stamp 
collecting next year.

The decision, which two 
sources told Linn’s Stamp 
News will total about $4.9 
million, will involve the use 
of an outside public rela-
tions agency to promote 
the events that have in re-
cent years been promoted 
entirely by the USPS pub-
lic affairs staff.

U.S. Postal Service 
spokesman Mark Saun-
ders confirmed the deci-
sion, but did not place a 
dollar figure on the con-
tract.

“The Postal Service has 
engaged the services of 
Weber Shandwick to pro-
mote a select number of 
high-profile 2013 com-
memorative stamps in 
addition to raising aware-
ness of the value of stamp 

collecting and the use of 
the mail,” Saunders said 
in an e-mail message to 
Linn’s.

“The goal of this initia-
tive is to increase revenue 
and stamp sales.”

Insiders said the deci-
sion to use Weber Shand-
wick to promote stamp 
events was a victory for 
the agency’s new market-
ing director, Nagisa Ma-
nabe.

Manabe was named 

chief marketing and sales 
officer, executive vice 
president in May and re-
ports directly to Postmas-
ter General Patrick R. Do-
nahoe.

Donahoe recently placed 
her in charge of the agen-
cy’s stamp program and 
she has begun making 
changes to first-day events.

It was her decision to 
increase the use of Wash-
ington area television per-
sonalities as masters of 

ceremony at several recent 
stamp ceremonies.

Because of its ongoing 
financial crisis, the Postal 
Service has been spend-
ing less on advertising and 
promoting new stamps 
sales. Clearly this is a 
trend Manabe hopes to 
reverse with ceremonies 
that generate increased 
publicity.

As marketing director 
she will also probably play 
a key role in the selection 
of the Postal Service’s 
new advertising agency.

The Postal Service 
has said it is replacing 
its long-term advertising 
agency, Campbell Ewald 
of Detroit.

That firm takes credit 
for the highly successful 
Priority Mail flat-rate box 
campaign which has cre-
ated a high-growth postal 
shipping product at a time 
when other postal prod-
ucts, such as first-class 
and advertising mail, are 
falling. n

USPS to spend $5 million promoting stamps

The stamp unveiling at the July 28 Innovative Choreographers 
first-day ceremony in Los Angeles. USPS marketing director Nagisa 
Manabe is standing at far right. Linn’s photo by Jay Bigalke.
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Ah, the cure for carbuncles? The way to 
bring a scalawag back to righteous-

ness? Stamps! Irresistible, intrigu-
ing, invigorating stamps! We 

have them from Abu Dhabi to 
Zululand. 50+ years of 

them. Send a note. List 
your interests. 

THE BEDFORD COMPANY
Box 6076A, Stuart, Florida 34997-0076 

e-mail: bedfordbob@prodigy.net

Carbuncles and Scalawags

We’ll make you a carbuncleless  
ex-scalawag in no time.

See for yourself… Simply visit our website 
and send us your request. In a few days, you’ll 

receive some of the best approvals ever... plus a 
bonus $5.00 off toward your very first purchase!

$5 off your first purchase...

SEND YOUR REQUEST TODAY!

Visit us at  
conphilinc.com

CONphil iNC.
PO Box 68-L0311  •  Lexington, MA 02420

Prices valid for two weeks from issue date.
M/C, Visa, AMEX, Disc PayPal (swan403@aol.com) accepted

USA: Postpaid & Insured for $7.50 handling. Foreign add Post & Ins.
Satisfaction guaranteed.

Swan Philatelic Imports, Inc
P. O. Box 1430, Lee’s Summit, MO 64063-7430

e-mail: Orders@swanstamps.com

SPECIAL OF THE WEEK
GERMANY

Our prices on German mixtures are STILL LOW!
NEW SHIPMENTS JUST IN (w/2012 issues)!

WGR-2 Commems only: 5-lb: $79.00; 20-lb ....................  $259.00
WGR-3 Best Catholic Mission! 5-lb: $69.00, 20-lb:..........  $229.00
WGR-3 Best Catholic Mission! 64-lb Bx DIRECT ............  $529.00
WGR-4 Definitives  (Some HV!) 1-lb: $25.00, 5-lb: ...........  $89.00
WGR-5 Semi Postals: 2-lb: $109.00; 5-lb: .......................  $259.00
WGR-5K “Sortierware”, w/BONUS 10-KG: ......................  $249.00
WGR-6 HV Defins NEW!: 2-lb: $69.00; 5-lb: ....................  $149.00
WGR-8 HV Commems: 2-lb: $59.00; 5-lb: .......................  $129.00
BER-1 Berlin Commems + Semis: 1-lb .............................  $129.00
BER-4 Berlin Defins only: 1-lb: $49.00; 2-lb: ....................  $89.00
BER-5 Berlin Semipostals only: 1-lb .................................  $159.00

M
M
K

M
M
K

Terms: Visa & MasterCard accepted. Satisfaction guaranteed. 14 day return policy.  
Please add $3.00 for postage and handling. N.Y. residents add applicable tax.

Established 1931     Our 82nd Year WANT 
LISTS

FILLEDP.O. Box 244, Armonk, NY 10504
Phone: 914-273-9281

Fax: 914-273-8486 • Email: mmkaren@aol.com

Send for 

your FREE 

price list!

NEW ARRIVALS!
46¢ Kaleidoscope coils

Plain Strip of 4 .........  $4.00 
PS5 .........................  $6.50 

PS9 .........................  $10.50

33¢ apples coil
Plain Strip of 4 .........  $3.00
PS5 .........................  $6.00

PS9 .........................  $9.00

$5.60 arlington green Bridge  
priority envelope

Cut square or entire $12.00

 From the very beginning, 
my articles for Linn’s have 
emphasized what I call 
modern postal history.

I always have attempted 
to show that such mail 
matter often is far from or-
dinary.

Supporting my belief 
about the potential of un-
usual modern postal his-
tory material is the fact 
that my exhibit of uses of 
the 1954 Liberty series has 
won a grand award at a 
World Series of Philately 
stamp show.

Much of the material I 
continue to collect, such 
as international uses of 
the United States nonde-
nominated letter stamps A 
through G, and contempo-
rary advertising postcards 
franked with discount 
postage, reflects my con-
tinued interest in modern 
mail usage. 

No matter what area I 
branch out into, I look for 

modern u .s. mail by ToNy WAWruk IEWIcz

Reply-paid postal cards sent via foreign airmail are rarities

Figure 2. The 3¢ postal card in Figure 1 had been sent via airmail, but 
was returned by surface mail at the correct 4¢ rate. 

Figure 1. Careful typewritten instructions from the U.S. sender told 
the Polish recipient how to return this 1955 reply-paid postal card. Please turn to page 22
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the odd and unusual and 
rare. When I began a the-
matic exhibit, and after that 
a first-day cover exhibit, 
I made every effort to use 
postal history elements that 
I believed were rare. 

In the process, one of 
the biggest challenges I 
have met is the difficulty in 
convincing my fellow judg-
es that 20th century postal 
history material can be as 
difficult (or more difficult) 
to locate than similar clas-
sic 19th century material.

My recent efforts in this 
regard include an article 
titled “What Determines 
Whether a Thematic Exhib-
it Attains a Gold Medal,” in 
the September-October 
issue of Topical Time, the 
journal of the American 
Topical Association. In this 
article I discuss examples 
of difficult-to-acquire mod-
ern postal history. I also 
plan to present a session 
at Stampshow 2013 in Mil-
waukee, showing and dis-
cussing a large number of 
examples of very uncom-
mon (rare) modern postal 
history from 1900-2000. 

Now, in this column, I of-
fer yet another example of 
a 20th century usage that 
in my experience is rarely 
seen: airmail usage of re-
ply-paid postal cards.

The discussion neces-

sarily will be brief, because 
complete documentation 
of the process of mailing 
these items is impossible 
in the limited space avail-
able. For a more detailed 
examination, please see 
my article in the February 
2013 issue of The United 
States Specialist, the jour-
nal of the United States 
Stamp Society.

The earliest reference I 
am able to locate concern-
ing the airmail use of these 
reply-paid postal cards 
is found in Postal Bulle-
tin 19741 (May 18, 1954), 
as follows: “In the case 
of double post cards or 
reply-paid cards, the initial 
or message half of such 
cards must be prepaid at 

the air mail letter rate to the 
country of address in order 
to be entitled to transmis-
sion by air.”

In Figure 1 (shown cour-
tesy of Wade Saadi) is a 
3¢+3¢ McKinley reply-paid 
postal card (Scott UY12)
mailed on May 25, 1955, 
that follows this regula-
tion. It was sent via airmail 
to Poland at the required 
15¢ per half ounce Euro-
pean letter rate by adding 
4¢ Lincoln and 8¢ Statue 
of Liberty stamps from the 
Liberty series.

Note the typewritten in-
structions on the card by 
the sender that explain very 
carefully how the entire 
two-part card should be 
returned in a legal fashion.

Figure 2 shows the 3¢ 
postal card upgraded for 
the return surface rate of 
4¢ by the addition of a 1¢ 
Jefferson Liberty series 
stamp.

How was a reply-paid 
postal card to be returned 
by airmail?

Post Office Dept. Trans-
mittal Letter 38, 3/8/61 
241.33, explains: “If the 
[U.S.] mailer wishes the 
reply-paid half of a foreign 
card bearing postage of 
the country of address to 
be transmitted by air, he 
must prepay, with United 
States postage, the differ-
ence between the surface 
and airmail post card rates 
to the country concerned.”

Figure 3 shows such an 
item incorrectly paid for 
airmail return by the U.S. 
addressee. This is an Oct. 
23, 1963, reply-paid postal 
card originating in Germa-
ny that was franked with 
the surface postal card 
rate of 20 pfennigs. As 
such, it could have been 
returned to Germany via 
surface mail with no further 
payment. 

However, for return via 
airmail, U.S. international 
airmail postcard postage 
of 4¢ was required (the 
difference between the 
surface and airmail post-
card rates to the country 
concerned: 11¢ minus 7¢ 

equals 4¢). The 11¢ Statue 
of Liberty stamp was thus 
incorrectly used.

Both of these uses are, in 
my experience, extremely 
rare; in fact, no others are 
known, either by me or by 
members of the 1954 Lib-
erty series study group.

I was fortunate to find 
references that explained 
these two examples of 
reply-paid mail sent via 
airmail. The May 18, 1954, 
Postal Bulletin reference 
concerning the airmail 
mailing of the entire card 
from the United States 
is the definitive one, be-
cause the special airmail 
rate for single postcards 
was introduced on June 
1, 1954. Earlier postcards 
of any type were sent via 
airmail at the appropriate 
letter rate.

I have found no refer-
ence earlier than Transmit-
tal Letter 38 concerning 
their return, and so I can 
say nothing about this type 
of mailing before the date 
of that Transmittal Letter.

Tony Wawrukiewicz and Hen-
ry Beecher are the co-authors 
of two useful books on U.S. do-
mestic and international post-
age rates since 1872. The third 
edition of the domestic book is 
now available from the Ameri-
can Philatelic Society, while the 
international book may be or-
dered from the web site www.
spiritone.com/~tonywaw. n

modern u .s. mail

Figure 3. This 1963 reply-paid postal card originating in Germany 
was properly franked with the surface postal card rate of 20 pfen-
nigs, but overpaid for its airmail return trip.

Continued from page 20

Special - breaking down large worldwide collections into individual countries. 
Quality, one-of-a-kind collections still on album pages.All areas of the world.
Sale priced at Huge discounts from Scott Catalogue. Collections range from 
several dollars to hundreds of dollars. Request FREE price list. Mention 
Linn’s ad and receive a five dollar gift certificate.

Don Lewis - Country Collections
1661 N. Swan Road, Suite 212, Tucson, Arizona 85711

Phone: 520-615-4061 
e-mail: DonLewis@CountryCollections.com

Order stamps directly from the Internet at: CountryCollections.com

Like To Sort Through  
Old Collections?

Everything you need to know 
about your hobby in one place
www.americanstampdealer.com

American Stamp Dealers Association, Inc.
1-800-369-8207

PO Box 6091, Mesa, AZ 85216
info@mesastamps.com

W W W. m e s a s t a m p s . c o m

Rare & Collectible Foreign & Topical Stamps From Over 250 Countries

American Philatelic Society
Serving Stamp Collectors for 125 Years

• 12 monthly issues of The American Philatelist
• Use of 100,000 volume library
• Buy and sell stamps from your home
• Monthly tips and resources e-mailed to you
• Discounts on stamp identification,
authentication, publications and seminars

www.stamps.org
APS-TL, 100 Match Factory Pl, Bellefonte, PA 16823

WEEKLY SPECIALS

Send for a free copy of our complete list of lots and collections.

P.O. Box 9 
Walpole, NH 03608
Phone: (603) 756-3132E-mail: eandcaugust@myfairpoint.net

F-1 U.S. MINT NH 768 BYRD SOUVENIR SHEET: Block of 4 S/S. VF NH. Add $4  $40.00
F-2 U.S. MINT WINE STAMP COLLECTION: 59 different fresh mint Wine stamps  
between RE108 and RE 203. Very nice!! VF NH CV $441.30. Add $6 ........................  $145.00
F-3 AUSTRALIA & AAT COLLECTION: Few hundred mostly mint on pages. Australia to 
1972, AAT to 1998. Many sets & better issues. Note: 230-352, 431-525, L75-110, L97b S/S. 
VF many NH. also incl not counted 18 FDC & Expo cards. CV $1,007. Add $10 ......  $235.00
F-4 LIBYA MINT NH 769//852: 11 dif sets(5ea). VF NH CPL CV $217.50. Add $3 ...  $30.00
F-5 SWITZERLAND COLLECTION 1854-1969: Loaded collection in Minkus album. 
Majority are mint with many, many key issues and sets. Note just some of the mint:  
60-8, 76, 242 S/S NH, 247-67 NH, 352a S/S NH, 376-7 NH, B2-3, B130-31 S/S,  
B178 S/S, B201-369 including B206 S/S, C2-14, O19-47 and much more. F-VF,  
many NH CV $5,361. Add $15.00 ..............................................................................  $1,095.00

E and C August
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VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.WEISSAUCTIONS.COM  
FOR MORE INFORMATION & PHOTOS ON THE ABOVE SALES

VIEWING DATES & TIMES:
Monday 11/11 12PM-5PM
Tuesday 11/12 12PM-5PM

Wednesday 11/13 12PM-8PM
Thursday 11/14 10AM-Until Start of Sale.

Absentee & Phone bidding is available on our website, and live internet bidding is available at 
Proxibid.com and Auctionzip.com. For more information, call 516-594-0731.
15% Buyers Premium Added to Each Lot Purchased Directly Thru the Gallery, 20% Buyers Premium Thru 
Proxibid & Auctionzip. Payment M/C, Visa, Amex, Cash. 2% Buyer’s Premium Discount on Invoices Paid in Full 
with Cash, Money Orders, or Certified Check with 10 Days of the Auction.

Join Us At Our Gallery At: 74 Merrick Road, Lynbrook, NY

THURSDAY, NovembeR 14TH,  1Pm

74 Merrick Road • Lynbrook, New York 11563 
Phone: 516-594-0731 • Fax: 516-594-9414 

Email: Phil@weissauctions.com

CALL OR EMAIL US TO ADD YOUR MATERIAL TO THESE OR ANY FUTURE AUCTIONS

Stamps, Coins  
and Postcards &  
Paper Ephemera

The Stamp section is highlighted by one of 
the Finest French Colonies Collection we 
have ever offered, nearly all mint and extensive housed in 22 volumes. From the Southwest; The 
John Knollmueller Collection, an old time collection loaded with better US, Foreign & Extensive 
Zeppelin & Catapult Cover Collection. Original owner collection from the Midwest “The Hoosier 
Collection” was collected from the late 1800’s until about 1940, 75 volumes to be offered by 
country and specialty collection with strength in early US and Worldwide Airmails, Important 
19th & 20th Century United States Collection. Huge quantity of Face Value material to be offered 
in group lots with much premium material. Collection of graded stamps, and many fine single 
item lots as well. Coins including American and Foreign Silver and Gold, Ancient Coins as well. 
Large collection of Postcards, Trade Cards, Scrap Albums and other paper ephemera. This is the 
best sale of Country Collections and Group Lots since we sold the Chesapeake Collection. Please 
plan on spending time viewing the material as it will be worthwhile.

www.weissauctions.com

Philip Weiss Auctions

b Money - Back Guarantee  b  All sales subject to stock  b VISA/MC/Check   
b Add $6 postage for USA

PO Box 1732, Port Angeles, WA 98362-0089
Tel: 1 (250) 383-6211 • Fax: 1 (250) 383-6288

   www.DonSCal.com Dealer member APS since 1985

COMPLETE YEAR SETS

Don S. Cal

Mint NH with all Stamps & Souvenir Sheets

AUSTRIA
1960-1969 .......................... $85.00
1970-1979 ..........................  $125.00
1980-1989 .......................... $210.00
1990-1999 .......................... $300.00

WEST GERMANY
1960-1969 .......................... $95.00
1970-1979 .......................... $280.00
1980-1989 .......................... $390.00
1990-1999 .......................... $650.00

WEST BERLIN
1960-1969 .......................... $50.00
1970-1979 .......................... $155.00
1980-1989 .......................... $240.00

EAST GERMANY
1960-1969 .......................... $390.00
1970-1979 .......................... $190.00
1980-1989 .......................... $220.00

GREAT BRITAIN
1980-1989 .......................... $300.00

GREENLAND
1970-1979 .......................... $35.00
1980-1989 .......................... $135.00

ICELAND
1960-1969 .......................... $120.00
1970-1979 .......................... $80.00
1980-1989 .......................... $260.00

LIECHTENSTEIN
1960-1969 .......................... $215.00
1970-1979 .......................... $140.00
1980-1989 .......................... $150.00

NETHERLANDS
1960-1969 .......................... $225.00
1970-1979 .......................... $250.00
1980-1989 .......................... $300.00

SWITzERLAND
1960-1969 .......................... $275.00
1970-1979 .......................... $200.00
1980-1989 .......................... $300.00
1990-1999 .......................... $450.00

In this month’s column I con-
tinue discussion of how undeliver-
able postal cards were returned to 
the writer, with consideration of the 
major change in this procedure an-
nounced in the 1924 Postal Laws 
and Regulations (PL&R).

As mentioned in my previous 
column on this subject (Linn’s, Oct. 
14, page 26), the stated rules con-
tinued to be followed inconsistently 
by postal workers.

The 1924 PL&R, Sec. 611, stated 
in part:

Unpaid, misdirected, unmailable, 
and unclaimed domestic postal 
cards deposited for local delivery 
shall be returned to the sender, with-
out additional postage, when they 
bear his card address. Single postal 
cards, when mailed for other than 
local delivery, shall be returned to 
the sender only when they bear his 
return card in the upper left corner 
of the address side, together with a 
pledge to pay return postage. Such 
cards bearing the sender’s return 
card and pledge to pay return post-
age shall be returned charged with 
1 cent postage due, to be collected 
on delivery. All other undeliverable 
domestic cards shall be held for rec-
lamation two weeks and then if not 
delivered shall be destroyed or dis-
posed of as waste by postmasters.

The rule mentioned in the first 
sentence represented no change 
from the 1913 PL&R. However, 
the remainder is quite different in 
scope for nonlocal return: postal 
cards now required the proper en-
dorsement mentioned.

There was no change in this 
rule until the 1954 Postal Manual, 
which essentially said: “Only post-

al cards that bear the sender’s 
guarantee to pay return postage 
are returned, and postage at the 
card rate is collected on delivery 
to sender.”

That is, as of 1954, local postal 
card return was no longer free. 
This rule remained in force until 
Oct. 1, 1970. After that date, the 
requirement of an endorsement 

remained, but the endorsements 
became more and more complex. 

I have two first-class domes-
tic postal cards from the 1930s, 
one locally mailed and correctly 
returned free, one nonlocal and 
incorrectly returned free. These 
examples are not illustrated with 
this column. 

I have no pre-1970 first-class 
domestic postal cards that were 
nonlocally mailed and endorsed 
for return at the postal card rate. 

A collector acquaintance of 
mine has three of them on the 
1914 1¢ green Thomas Jefferson 
postal card (Scott UX27) that were 
correctly endorsed but were all 
mailed locally and so should have 
been returned free, yet were in-
correctly returned due 1¢. 

One of these postal cards is 
shown in Figure 1. This example 
with a written message and the 
proper return endorsement was 
sent April 28, 1945, and was re-
turned as addressee “Unknown.” 

As the card was locally ad-
dressed, it should have been 
returned free instead of being 

MODERN U.S. MAIL by TONy WAWRUKIEWICZ

Regulations for returning undeliverable postal cards evolved

Figure 1. This 1¢ postal card mailed April 28, 1945, qualified under the existing postal 
rules to be returned free, rather than postage due. 
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MODERN U.S. MAIL by 	TONy	WAWRUKIEWICZ

Figure 2. This 2¢ postal card mailed July 22, 1955, carried the proper return endorse-
ment meeting current postal rules and was correctly returned 2¢ postage due. 

assessed “POSTAGE DUE 1 
CENTS.”

The second card is the 1951 2¢ 
carmine rose Benjamin Franklin 
(Scott UX38, in Figure 2), with a 
typed message. It was mailed July 
22, 1955, nonlocally from Salem, 
Ore., to Palo Alto, Calif.

Note that since it was sent after 
1954, whether or not it was a lo-
cal mailing, in order to be returned 
it had to include the proper en-
dorsement (it did) and the postal 

card rate was due (it was).
Therefore, since the addressee 

had “Left no address,” it was cor-
rectly returned due at the postal 
card rate of 2¢.

Tony Wawrukiewicz and Henry 
Beecher are the co-authors of two use-
ful books on U.S. domestic and inter-
national postage rates since 1872. The 
third edition of the domestic book is 
now available from the American Phila-
telic Society, while the international 
book may be ordered from the web site 
www.spiritone.com/~tonywaw. n

The exhibitor’s prospectus is 
now available for the 54th annual 
Westpex 2014 stamp show, taking 
place April 25-27 at the San Fran-
cisco Airport Marriott Waterfront 
Hotel, 1800 Old Bayshore High-
way, in Burlingame, Calif., one 
mile south of the San Francisco 
International Airport.

The open exhibition of more 
than 300 frames will include ex-
hibits from members of the show’s 
guest groups: the Canal Zone 
Study Group, the Rossica Society 
of Russian Philately, and the Co-
lombia Panama Philatelic Study 
Group.

Westpex is an American Phila-
telic Society World Series of Phi-
lately exhibition. The grand-award 
winner will be invited to compete 
in the annual Champion of Cham-
pions competition at APS Stamp-
show, Aug. 21-24, 2014, at the 
Connecticut Convention Center in 
Hartford, Conn.

The Westpex exhibitor’s pro-
spectus and entry forms are avail-
able from Ross Towle, 400 Clayton 
Street, San Francisco, CA 94117; 
or at www.westpex.org.

The show bourse will include 75 

dealers in stamps, postal history 
and stationery, along with a four-
day auction by Schuyler Rumsey 
Philatelic Auctions of San Fran-
cisco.

Numerous specialty societies, 
clubs, and study groups will hold 
more than 50 meetings and semi-
nars during the three-day event. 
A Westpex-sponsored youth area 
will provide free stamps and sup-
plies for young collectors. A Boy 
Scout Merit Badge program is 
scheduled on Sunday.

A preshow event at the hotel 
on April 23 will feature the Collec-
tors Club of San Francisco dinner 
meeting hosting Cheryl Ganz, cu-
rator of the National Postal Muse-
um, whose talk is titled “Zeppelin 
Mail.”

Details and reservations for all 
events are available from Judy 
Jarvis, Box 210579, San Fran-
cisco, CA 94121; phone 415-
387-1016; or e-mail at judyjarvis@
westpex.com.

Westpex 2014 will celebrate the 
75th anniversary of the Golden 
Gate International Exposition.

For more information about the 
show, visit www.westpex.org. n

Westpex invites exhibitors for 2014
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Our catalogs feature U.S. & Foreign including: mint and  
used singles and sets from classics to modern,  
fancy cancels, errors & freaks, revenues,  
FDC’s, stampless covers, illustrated advertising  
covers, postal history covers, collections, post  
cards, autographs, paper ephemera, philatelic  
literature, dealer stocks, and much more. Write  
or call for our illustrated catalog today!

DOWNEAST STAMPS
52 Fern Street, Bangor, ME 04401-5599 • 207-942-3825 • Fax 207-942-0808

E-mail: bids@destamps.com • www.destamps.com

MAIL AUCTIONS...
...Especially for Collectors

SAVE ON SHOWGARD MOUNTS
Packages of SHOWGARD SECOND QUALITY MOUNTS sell for the same price as first quality mounts but have 
TWICE AS MANY MOUNTS PER PACKAGE for a 50% savings. The defects, where they exist, consist of minor 
irregularities but are never of a nature to harm stamps. The number of strips per package listed below is twice the 
number in the standard package. Please include 5% for shipping and handling with a minimum of $4.00.  VISA and 
MASTERCARD accepted on orders over $25.00. Black background only. Florida residents please add sales tax.

P.O. Box 21117-L, Sarasota, FL 34276-4117 b Phone (941) 378-4881
ROY SMITH

Size #Strips  Cost
20 44 ..........  9.25
22 44 ..........  9.25
24 44 ..........  9.25
25 44 ..........  9.25
27 44 ..........  9.25
28 44 ..........  9.25
30 44 ..........  9.25
31 44 ..........  9.25

Size #Strips  Cost
33 44 ..........  9.25
36 30 ..........  9.25
39 30 ..........  9.25
41 30 ..........  9.25
44 30 ..........  9.25
48 30 ..........  9.25
50 30 ..........  9.25
52 30 ..........  9.25

Size #Strips  Cost
57 30 ..........  9.25
61 30 ..........  9.25
63 20 ..........  11.50
70 20 ..........  15.50
74 20 ..........  11.50
80 20 ..........  11.50
89 20 ..........  11.50
100 14 ..........  11.50

Size #Strips  Cost
105 20 ..........  15.50
107 20 ..........  15.50
111 10 ..........  10.25
120 14 ..........  11.50
127 10 ..........  11.50
158 10 ..........  13.75
204/153 10 ........  10.75
260/40   20 ........  9.95
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LOCK
SEALS

In my experience, domestic air 
parcel post uses with franking of 
the $5 Alexander Hamilton stamp 
(Scott 1053) from the 1954 Liberty 
series are scarce but not rare.

Still, such uses are much less 
common than registered bank 
tags, so when interesting exam-
ples appear, I think that they are 
well worth mentioning. I show one 
example here. 

The registered tag shown front 
and back in Figures 1 and 2 is for 
a diplomatic air parcel post item 

that was mailed on Aug. 26, 1963, 
in a diplomatic pouch from the 
American Embassy APO address 
in Manila, the Philippines (APO 
928 in 1963) to the State Dept. in 
Washington, D.C.

This tag was attached to an 
up-to-42-pounds parcel and is 
franked with $34.28 postage, in-
cluding six examples of the $5 
Alexander Hamilton stamp, four of 
the $1 Patrick Henry stamp (Scott 
1052), one 20¢ Monticello stamp 
(1047), all from the 1954 Liberty 

series, and one example of the 8¢ 
Jetliner over Capitol airmail stamp 
(C64) from 1962.

For air parcel post mail from an 
overseas APO address to the con-
tinental United States, the rates 
for zone 8 applied.

On this date, the first pound 
was rated at 88¢, while the ad-
ditional 41 pounds were rated at 
80¢ per pound. At the same time, 
the minimum registration fee was 
60¢. Altogether this totals the 
$34.28 postage affixed to the tag.

This tag was one of a large num-
ber of such uses found at a garage 
sale. Others included some tags 
with postage from other countries 
besides the United States; that is, 
some were mailed to the United 
States from embassies such as 

those of Canada.
I am becoming increasingly 

aware of more examples of anoth-
er important 1954 Liberty series 
usage: the $5 Hamilton on cover.

For years, this usage, along 
with those of the Look magazine 
3¢ coil, were to me the Holy Grail 
items for this series. 

I now think that the $5 usage is 
no longer so very unusual, as more 
and more examples on whole cov-
ers continue to be found.

Tony Wawrukiewicz and Henry 
Beecher are the co-authors of two use-
ful books on U.S. domestic and inter-
national postage rates since 1872. The 
third edition of the domestic book is 
now available from the American Phila-
telic Society, while the international book 
may be ordered from the web site www.
spiritone.com/~tonywaw. n

modern u .s. mail by ToNy WAWruk IEWIcz

Garage sale find has Liberty series used for air parcel post

Figure 1. This registered tag was attached to an air parcel post item sent in August 
1963 in a diplomatic pouch from the American Embassy in Manila, Philippines.

Figure 2. The postage totaling $34.28 paid for mailing this 42-pound parcel from an 
overseas APO address to the United States, including registration fee.

Switzerland to honor ‘Garfield’ on two stamps
Swiss Post has announced that 

it will issue two 1-franc stamps 
featuring the comic strip Garfield 
on Sept. 4, 2014.

American cartoonist Jim Davis 
created this comic strip about a 
well-fed orange tabby cat in 1978, 
and it debuted in 41 newspapers 

in June of that year. It now ap-
pears in 2,100 newspapers and is 
translated into 42 languages.

Both the United States Postal 
Service and France’s La Poste 
have issued stamps honoring Gar-
field (Scott U.S. 4470 and France 
3507-16). n 
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