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by ken lawrence
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rare 25¢ Vin Fiz stamp on 1911 postcard is 
calbraith Perry rodgers’ family heirloom
For the First time since 1930, A Vin Fiz Flyer stAmp thAt hAs neVer been 
sold or publicly displAyed comes into View.

My Spotlight on Philately column in the 
Aug. 19, 2019, Linn’s Stamp News featured 
Calbraith Perry Rodgers, his heroic 1911 
flight of the Vin Fiz Flyer biplane, collect-
ible souvenirs of his flight, and the legend-
ary black 25¢ Vin Fiz Flyer stamp (United 
States Scott CL2) that is a gem of Ameri-
can philately. This month I am blessed 
with an opportunity to write a sequel.

Rodgers’ pioneering flight from New 
York City to Los Angeles was the first suc-
cessful transcontinental voyage by air. It 
was one of the greatest feats in early avia-

tion history, a milestone on the 
path to practical applications of 
aeronautics for travel, transport 
of goods, commerce and postal 
communication.

The History News Network 
circulated my article to a broad-
er audience outside our com-
munity of hobbyists because it 
is the only recently published 
account of the flight and its his-
torical significance.

Vin Fiz was the name of a 
grape-flavored soft drink mar-

keted by Armour & Co., which sponsored 
Rodgers’ flight, for which he named his 
Wright Model EX airplane. 

In addition to the financial support from 
Armour, money was raised through the 
sale of postcards and stamps. Cal’s wife, 
Mabel Rodgers, sold souvenir postcards to 
spectators who gathered to see the pilot 
and his flying machine at each stop along 
the route, and eventually, she sold special 
stamps that were affixed to the cards that 
were flown between stops.

The Vin Fiz Flyer stamp was the first in 
the world to picture an airplane. Today 
only 13 are known. I appended to my pre-
vious article a historical census that pic-
tured and described all of them: 12 that 
have been sold at public auction for high 

prices, and one whose where-
abouts was unknown.

The owner of the 13th stamp 
has now made herself known 
to Linn’s. She is Cynthia Pease 
Bayne, the great-granddaugh-
ter of Rodgers’ sister, Martha 
Rodgers Pease (Mrs. Walter Al-
bert Pease), to whom the card 
was mailed in 1911. It has been 
a family heirloom for more 
than a century.

the 13th Vin Fiz Flyer 
stAmp

Erik Hildesheim pictured the 
13th stamp — No. 2 in Linn’s 
census because it was the 
second example reported to 
collectors — in the 1930 edition 
of The Historical Air Mail Cata-
logue edited by Kalenik Lis-
siuk. I copied the image of the 
stamp on a postcard shown in 
Figure 1 from that book.

The picture Hildesheim 
published has shadows at the 

edges cast by a wooden frame. 
He obliterated the addressee’s 
name and location to prevent 
others from learning Pease’s 
married name and where she 
lived. Federal law at the time 
forbade pictorial reproduc-
tions of U.S. stamps, so he also 
obliterated the 1¢ Benjamin 
Franklin stamp that had paid 
the postage.

Despite those alterations, it 
was the first picture ever pub-
lished that showed how a Vin 
Fiz Flyer stamp had been used 
on a mailpiece that had been 
flown from one stop to the next 
and then deposited at a post 
office for delivery. In a June 17, 
1933, Stamps magazine article, 
Hildesheim explained how he 
had found the card:

Out in California I learned [in 1926] 
from the former municipal director at 
Long Beach that he had endeavored, but 

The legendary 
United States 25¢ 
Vin Fiz Flyer stamp 
of 1911 (Scott 
CL2) is a philatelic 
gem, revered by 
worldwide airmail 
collectors and U.S. 
specialists. Only 13 
are known to exist. 
Of those, one is in 
the Smithsonian 
National Postal 
Museum collection 
and one has 
remained in the 
recipient’s family 
ever since. 

Figure 1. This card addressed to Calbraith Perry Rodgers’ sister, Martha Rodgers 
Pease (Mrs. Walter Albert Pease), was a framed wall decoration at her Long 
Island home in 1929, the only time its location was reported before now. The 25¢ 
Vin Fiz Flyer stamp at the upper left is one of only 13 currently known to exist.
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failed, to raise funds for a local monument in memory of 
[Rodgers], who was killed shortly after the transconti-
nental flight. My informant recalled the last name of the 
pilot’s married sister in New York, so upon my return I 
called every party of that name until I located the right 
one. When I visited the lady and explained that I was 
compiling material for a history of the pioneer postal 
flights and was anxious to obtain a specimen, my at-
tention was drawn to a framed specimen on the wall. 
I offered to pay a sum to charity for it, but the lady did 
not want to part with it as she had received it from her 
sister-in-law. 

In my Aug. 19, 2019, Linn’s report, I 
identified the addressee as Rodgers’ sis-
ter, Martha (Mrs. Walter Albert Pease) of 
Hempstead, Long Island, N.Y. Rodgers’ 
twice-widowed mother, Maria Rodgers 
Sweitzer, had sent it to her. 

The message inscribed on the card by 
Cal’s wife, Mabel, reads: “Calbraith carried 
this on his Wright Model EX (racing) aero-
plane from Tucson Ariz. to Phoenix. Keep 
it as a souvenir.” The card entered the mail 
at Imperial Junction, Calif., where it was 
canceled Nov. 4. (My census mistakenly 
placed Imperial Junction in Arizona.)

I wrote: “Martha Pease died in 1936. The 
subsequent whereabouts of this Vin Fiz 
Flyer souvenir card has not been reported 
to my knowledge. I would not be surprised 
if it has remained an heirloom in the pos-
session of the Perry-Rodgers-Pease fam-
ily’s descendants.”

A rodgers-peAse FAmily heirloom
My guess was right. The owner today is 

Cynthia Bayne, Pease’s great-granddaugh-
ter. A current photo of the postcard franked 
with the famous stamp, still encased in its 
wooden frame, is pictured in Figure 2.

Linn’s reader Michael Ross had given 
her a copy of my article to read. She asked 
Linn’s for my address to share her story.

Bayne is an experienced avi-
ation professional. For 20 years 
she worked for Alaska Airlines. 
Today she is an air cargo secu-
rity specialist for the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security in 
Phoenix, Ariz., a fitting location 
for a card that her ancestor 
flew from Tucson to Phoenix 
109 years ago. 

On the wall of her office, 
Bayne keeps the framed dis-
play of Rodgers and Vin Fiz 
Flyer mementos shown in Fig-
ure 3. The bottom panel reads:

September 17th 1911, Calbraith Perry 
Rodgers, descendent of commodores 
Matthew Calbraith Perry and Oliver Perry 
who were distinguished Military figures, 
made the first air crossing of the United 
States in his plane, the Vin Fiz. This was 
one of the most dramatic achievements 
to take place in early-twentieth-century 
America.

Compelling the flight (or, rather series 
of flights) was not idealism, but blatant 
commercialism. Newspaper publisher 
William Randolph Hearst posted a $50,000 
purse for the birdman who spanned 
the continent in thirty days or less. Only 
Cal Rodgers and two others took wing 
“where angels feared to fly.”

The Vin Fiz took off from Sheepshead 
Bay, Long Island, New York and flew 
through 75 cities, towns and villages, 

across 4,231 erratic miles between New 
York and Los Angeles. There were a to-
tal of 12 crashes that demolished his fly-
ing machine only to have it rebuilt. Cal 
endured over 84 days of hazardous and 
glorious adventures to the cheers and 
prayers of the nation, all the while, having 
his wife’s corset stay tacked to the wing 
as his spiritual support.

The man who contends against fate 
and overwhelming odds and losses, as 
he is bound to do, is a tragic hero. Cal-
braith Perry Rodgers’ death was tragic 
in the strictest sense. Only five months 
after the completion of his flight, Cal died 
on April 3, 1912, when a seagull flew into 
the controls of his airplane and caused 
it to crash into shallow water near Long 
Beach. Rodgers had contended with the 
sky at a time when every flight was an ex-
periment and an adventure.

Cal was laid to rest in the family plot 
near Pittsburg.

Bayne is fond of the pho-
tograph at the left side of the 
framed display, which shows 
a girl and a boy seated side by 
side in the pilot’s seat of the Vin 
Fiz Flyer. The girl in the picture 
is her grandmother, Martha 
“Patty” Pease, and the boy is 
her great-uncle, Perry Pease.

Illustrated in Figure 4 is a 
broader view of that pose as 
it appeared in September 
1911 newspaper reports about 
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Figure 2. Today the flown Vin Fiz Flyer card, still encased in its frame, 
is a proud possession of Arizona resident Cynthia Pease Bayne, great-
granddaughter of the original owner, Martha Rodgers Pease.

Continued from page 34

Figure 3. Another reminder of Cal Rodgers’ historic 1911 flight of the Vin Fiz 
Flyer biplane is this framed group of pictorial mementos and labels on the 
wall of Cynthia Bayne’s office in Phoenix.

Continued on page 38
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Rodgers’ takeoff from Sheepshead Bay, 
N.Y., on the first leg of his transcontinen-
tal flight. Cigar in hand, he grinned for the 
camera beside his niece and nephew sit-
ting in the pilot’s seat.

After her great-grandmother died, 
Bayne’s great-uncle inherited the flown 
card with the Vin Fiz Flyer stamp shown 
in Figures 1 and 2. “Perry Pease, my grand-
mother’s brother, had the stamp,” she 
said. “His wife Mary Trimble Pease was the 
family historian. She gave the stamp to my 
mother, who gave it to me.”

Another Vin Fiz memento in Bayne’s of-
fice, shown in Figure 5, is a framed picture 
of a proposed memorial to Rodgers. 

That was the monument that Hildesheim 
had mentioned in his 1933 article, which 
the former municipal director at Long 
Beach had hoped to erect there, but which 
came to naught for lack of sufficient funds.

shAring cynthiA bAyne’s Vin Fiz Flyer 
stAmp And postcArd with linn’s

The card with the Vin Fiz Flyer stamp is 
not on display at Bayne’s office. Few out-
siders knew she possessed it. One who did 
know was her friend Michael Ross. As he 
recalled in an email to me:

Cynthia and I met years ago while I was employed at 
Air Support, Inc., an expedited trucking company that 
carried air freight from Los Angeles to Phoenix as well 
as providing local pickup and delivery services to the 

freight forwarding community. 
I was the Safety Director for the com-

pany as well as the TSA Coordinator 
(Transportation Security Administration, 
which is a division of the Homeland Se-
curity Administration). 

Post 9/11, all entities that handled air 
freight were charged with the responsi-
bility of naming a TSA Coordinator who 
would be the primary contact for the TSA 
for assisting in cargo inspections, admin-
istering security tests for its employees, 
maintaining training records, etc. 

Cindy was a cargo inspector with the 
TSA and one of her assignments was to 
interface with our company. Both Cindy 
and I are unable to recall exactly how the 
topic of stamp collecting came up dur-
ing our frequent office interactions but I 
suspect it was a way of sharing personal 
information in an effort to get to know one 
another more readily. 

It was only after I told Cindy of my col-
lecting interests that she had asked me 
if I had ever heard of the Vin Fiz Flyer. I 
had to admit that I was remotely familiar 
with the stamp but knew nothing of its 
derivation. Cindy was quick to convey the 
story of her great[-great-]uncle Cal Rodg-
ers and the fact that she was the proud 
owner of a post card containing the fa-
mous stamp. 

I told Cindy that I was certain it was 
rare and that I would research it further 
when I got home that evening. I looked 
the stamp up in my Scott Catalog and was 
amazed when I saw that it was worth 
$55,000 on cover. I brought the catalog 
to work the next and made a copy of the 
page for Cindy.

Some time later, a brief article ap-
peared in Linn’s featuring the Vin Fiz 
stamp. I brought the magazine to work 
with the intention of giving it to Cindy. A 
day or two later, she came to my office 
and was thrilled that I had saved it for 
her. I believe that at this time, I extended 
an invitation to Cindy to visit my home for 
dinner and an evening touring my collec-
tion but her position with the TSA didn’t 
allow for such fraternization so she has 
never seen my collection.

I’ve been a stamp collector since I was 
9 years old. I responded to one of those 
ads that appeared on the back of a comic 
book that offered 100 or more stamps for 
a mere 10 cents. I’ve been hooked ever 
since but I didn’t become a serious col-
lector until I finished high school and 
served a four-year tour in the Air Force. 

I purchased my first set of Scott In-
ternational albums (1 thru 5) when I was 
21 years old in 1963 and have remained 
a worldwide collector to this day. Quite 
a few years back, I concentrated on ac-
quiring Scott Specialty country albums 
and currently have over 100 of those al-
bums. 

I consider myself an intermediate to 
advanced collector. I joined the APS in 
1978 and remain a member in good stand-
ing to this day.

What piqued Cynthia’s interest was 
the article you recently wrote about the 
Vin Fiz Flyer, which dominated the Linn’s 
magazine. I was thrilled when I received 
that issue and knew Cindy would be elat-
ed to get it. Since I was already retired, I 
made contact with her through work and 
mailed her the entire issue. 

Once again, she reached out to me 
and was grateful I had passed the maga-
zine on to her. I have seen the wall display 
she shared with you in person. As far as 
anyone else in the metro Phoenix area 
knowing about her famous relative or the 
stamp, I believe it would be safe to say 
that only some of Cindy’s coworkers and 
myself know about either.

In February Bayne wrote to 
Linn’s, asking to be put in touch 
with me. In our subsequent ex-
change she wrote:

Last week I took a couple of pictures 
for you. I have the items in my office since 
I’m in the aviation business. [The framed 
Vin Fiz display is] always is a great con-
versation piece. Unfortunately the lights 
in my office gave off some glare but I 
hope you are able to see the items better.

Glare or not, it’s a great privi-
lege to share her wonderful 
keepsakes with Linn’s readers. 
Her personal interest in the Vin 
Fiz story has never waned. She 
attended and enjoyed the 2011 
centennial observance of Rod-
gers’ flight in Long Beach. 
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Figure 5. This framed artist’s concept 
drawing in Bayne’s office shows the 
design for a monument that admirers 
of Rodgers had hoped to erect in 
his memory at Long Beach, Calif., 
in 1912. A fund drive failed to raise 
enough money to pay for the statue.

Figure 4. Shortly before Cal Rodgers took off from Sheepshead Bay, N.Y., 
on the first leg of his transcontinental flight, a newspaper photographer 
snapped this shot of him in front of his Vin Fiz Flyer biplane with his niece 
and nephew, Martha “Patty” Carroll Pease and Perry Rodgers Pease, his 
sister’s children, sitting in the pilot’s seat.
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